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Open Hill Climb History — Peaslows and the 1930s Grimpeurs

Withington Wheelers Open Hill Climb.

This event will be held on SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22nd, 1933, aver a course approximately

one mile in length, on

PEASLOWS HILL, CHAPEL~EN~LE-FRITH,

ors starting at onc-minute intervals from 1101 am.

etwoen Chipel-en-lo-frith and Sparrowpit. 'The starting peint for the

acter,” a quarter of @ mile ftom Chapel-en-le-frith in the direction

WiTHINGTON WHEELERS OreN Hirr Craws, 1933

ENTRY EFORM.

Secrelary, Withinglon Wheelers, 18, London Road, Manchester.

In 1934 there was an entry of 66 riders and
to quote from the journal “the length used
was only 900 yards — an amendment which
proved to be rather popular’.  An
interesting entry was Wilf Higgins, then
British Empire Sprint Champion; however
he was under-geared and finished well
down the list. The winner was Bert
Williams of the Clarion clocking 2mins
52secs to beat Stan Livingstone by 5%/s
seconds. Stan had the consolation of
leading the Dukinfield CC to team award
victory. Once more Jim Forbes was fastest
of our men with a time of 3mins 26secs.

1935 showed a great improvement in the
club’s fortunes. From 75 entries Jim put
up second fastest time with 2mins 44s and
backed by Alan Grant (3mins 6%/5 secs)
and Arnold Smith (3mins 15%/s secs) he led
our team to victory. Ernie Atherton of the
Yorkshire RC, a crack hill climber with an
unbeaten record was winner with 2mins
41%s secs.  However Jim was only
warming up for the following week when

. The first Open Hill Climb took place on

22" October 1933 with 54 entries, 50

- starters and 37 finishers. Entries (postal

order only) were 1/6 (one shilling and
sixpence), first prize Two Guineas, second
One Guinea and third Half-a-Guinea (entry

. form aside)

. Stan Livingston of the Dukinfield CC was

fastest with a time of 6 minutes 43 seconds,
three seconds faster than W Booth, of the

- now defunct Peterloo CC, who led his team
- to victory in the team race. The fastest
| Withington Wheeler was Jim Forbes in 18"
' place with a time of 8 minutes exactly. The

full length of the hill was used in 1933 but

' in 1934 the traditional shorter course was

used, the full length of the hill would not be

- used again until the Withington had the
~ honour of organising the National Hill

Climb in 1964.

Withington Wheelers’

(C.T.C. and R.R.C.)

Open Scratch Hill Climb

PEASLOWS HILL, CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH
Sunday, Oct. 20th, 1935
Starting 14-1 a.m.

Official Timekeepers : |
Messrs. R. MacQUEEN & J. F. PEMBERTON !

PRIZES.
Fastest Climb, Value THIRTY SHILLINGS

ond ,, .5, . TWENTY .. {
3rdy, " o »w TEN .

Fastest Team THREE SILVER MEDALS
AR, " BRONZE ”

Headguarters and Dressing Accommodation :

THE JOLLY CARTER, Chapel-enle-Frith
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he went to Monsall Head and
again ran second to Atherton in
the Derby Ivanhoe hill climb,
this time by only one second.

And then, in the Saddleworth
Wheelers hill climb (see photo
left) on Bearda Hill, Dane
Bridge, Macclesfield came
success. Jim Dbeat Ernie
Atherton by /s of a second and
thus gained for the Withington
Wheelers it’s very first Open
win, meanwhile shattering
Atherton’s hitherto unbeaten
hill climbing record.

But Jim wasn’t finished and over to Grimsby he went to beat
the local champion by three seconds by surmounting Nettleton Hill in record time. The photo
top right shows Jim with the John Bull Trophy for winning the Grimsby hill climb.

1936 gave us very nearly the same result as 1936, for Jim
Forbes was again second in our event and once more led the
club to team victory, Alan Grant being fourth and the third
member Harry Lloyd. Jim Forbes’ time of 2mins 413/s secs in
our 1936 hill climb stood as the fastest ride by a Withington
Wheeler for over 50 years until it was beaten by Neil Byrne in
1991 in atime of 2mins 36.4secs. Atherton was only third, the
winner being Benny Clare of the North Manchester Harriers,
although amazingly the local press managed to get the winner
wrong and reported Atherton the fastest in error (see “The
Captain’s Sporting Gossip” aside). Benny’s time was 2mins
40'/s secs which created a new course record for the hill.

S ) __ Several of our lads
e ~ competed in the Bradford
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Gorton and “ Ginger »» Murray, the well-

the road-racing
n, the Yorkshire
. C. Lamb, the
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Caused Their Downfall
A PPROXIMATELY 900 yards lon, the
£\ gradient averages one in seven, an

JUBUERTIERY., Victoria, Derby lvanhoe this proved the downiall of the sprinters,
d 1 ’ . whose best man finished sixth. e
1434 | and Saddleworth climbs Atherton made the fastest ascent in the
Premgtis I : ' record time of 2min. 4lsec., but it was letb
~ but without success and it te J. £. Forbes, of the promoting clubl, 48
Soutneats H : furnish the surprise of the day by finish=
R A = remained for Jim to travel ing second, only two_seconds in arrea;lr.
' Fiity-eight succeeded in reaching the
RESULE- OF down to the Catford CC [{fimekeeper, Mr R MacQueepd, _fthe
B H : petitor being well outside lour
49nd ANNUAL HILL CLIM Hill Climb (then the _
CHAMPIONSHIP of ENGLAND " unofficial national andoned ‘
“lde i . I ~ conditions were entirely
Yorks Hill, Ide Hill, Kent, champs), on Adrian | Sty Parker, and ot the
. i 20th, 1986, M ’ bik asts Pobe \gfelx L?CIA'le;ram’s
On- SUNDAY, -October = t ayson's _motor ( I_ e, ;Z;rlxy B O e Tone
P S e borrow a bike and finish |don and Liverpool.

H . S0 ends the busiest season the Road
ninth of 90 riders - |Record Association has ever experienced

.. . in its 50 years existence.
© gaining himself a o
certificate. The last climb of the season was the Whaley
Bridge event on Peaslows when Alan Grant was second
and Jim fourth. Holmes of massed-start racing fame won
this event and beat Clare’s record.

Newport,
5 Dandalk Road,
Brockley, SE4.
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The club really went to town in 1937, everybody putting in bags of collective training. As a
result there was quite a scrap between the junior members to fill the third place in our team.
Alan Grant was now ousting Jim but who cared as long as the club was at the top first? In our
own climb Alan Grant was second to Jack Holmes whose 2mins 35%/5 secs broke his own course
record. Holmes was supported by Jack Fancourt and Joe Aspinall for the Yorkshire RC to take
first team award, while Alan Grant, Jim Forbes and Tommy Frith took the second team honours.
In the Bradford Victoria event Alan was third, Jim was sixth and Ken Perrins made up a trio
which took second team honours.

Alan won the Derby Ivanhoe event with Alan Bates fifth and Jim ninth, these three taking first
team award. On the Saddleworth slippery slopes we again won the team race, Grant being
second and well backed by Jim and Kent. Interesting point was that out of 63 starters only 9
managed to keep contact with their machines to the summit! In the final event of the year, the
Eagle RC climb up Bearda, Alan Grant was second and with Alan Bates and Tom Frith the club
took second team award, earning our fourth set of team medals.

In 1938 we contested, in all, eight climbs including a memorable trip to the Catford. Taking
our Open first, a point most worthy of note was the full start card of 100 names. Harry Batty
of the Dukinfield was fastest in 2mins 47secs, Alan Grant in second place only /s of a second
slower and Jim fourth in 2mins 50secs. Alan Bates now improving steadily recorded 3mins
022/5 secs and these three easily took first place in the team race. In the Potteries event Alan
Grant was fourth, Frank Stanfield fifth and Jim, riding all the way with a flat back tyre, was
sixth. At Monsall, in the Derby Ivanhoe, Alan Bates also rode the whole distance on a flat.

i




And then came the mass assault on the Catford. Ten of our lads set fourth in two big Austins —
seven to ride, accompanied by Charlie Haines, Freddy Wheeler and Walt Massey who went
along to hurl encouragement. Admittedly we took no premier awards, But Alan Grant was
seventh with 2mins 24%/ssecs; Jim Forbes 2mins 36%/s secs (18™) and Bertie Burton 2mins 38%/s
secs (24' taking third team place. Alan Bates did 2mins 40s, Ken Perrins 2mins 51s, Maurice
Laverick 3mins 06s and Tommy Frith 3mins 19s. Only the two Alans stayed with their
machines in the Saddleworth and in the Eagle, Alan Bates was the best of our lads being fourth
and with Alan Grant and Jim Forbes, took second team. In the Rossendale, another freak hill,
we were again second team, Alan Grant also tying for second place. Noteworthy, was the
Walton climb with five of the club in the first nine. Grant tied for third place, Bates fifth and
Bert Burton (6™) at last achieved his aim of earning a first team medal.

Come 1939 and the black hand of war. But to the minds of our grimpeurs there sprand a larger
tragedy — not one prize did we take in hill climbs. Many events were cancelled but our own
promotion received a fine entry of 86. The day was hard and times were slow, our old friend
Jack Holmes (Yorks RC) doing the trick with 3mins 02s. Harold Worthen of the Clarion was
second with 3mins 07%/s secs beating Postlethwaite of the Sheffield Phoenix by /s second. The
Yorkshire Roads took
the team award
followed by  the
Dukinfield CC with us
in third position, Alan
Grant was fifth, 11
seconds behind the
winner, in 3mins 13%s
secs. Alan was also fifth
in the Walton Paragon
with 2mins 04s, our
only other riders being
Ken Perrins, 2mins 19s
and Bert Burton 2mins
20s.

|
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In 1940 the winner was
Harold Worthen with
3mins 08%/s secs put up
on a bad day and
beating Postlethwaite,
3mins 12%/s secs and
Batty 3mins 15%/5 secs.
The Clarion beat the
Duky by ten seconds in
the team race. Our only
two entrants in a field of
42 were Ken Perrins
and Arnold Pennill who
were both DNS.
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Post War Years. The Forties and Fifties

Five years passed by with most of the lads in the services. Four of our best did not return and
all four are remembered on the Withington Wheelers Memorial Trophy. With the resumption
of Club life it was also decided to award a hill climb shield in honour and memory of Tommy
Frith, the only hill-climber who gave his life, to the winning team of the Open promotion. In
1946 the “Tom Frith Memorial trophy” was won by the Altrincham Ravens, though Eric
Mitchell of the South Lancs RC made fastest time of 42 entrants. The best placed of our riders
was Lance Tulip in a time of 3mins 452%/5 secs. Only two Withys rode that day, the other was
JB Smith who recorded 3.53/s secs.

Then 1947 and start of the Clarion avalanche. First three positions were taken by Dick Woore,
Don Nield and Harold Worthen in that order. The same three Clarion riders again saved our
officials a lot of trouble in finding the first team in both 1948 and 1949. The total entry for
the 1947 hill climb was 50, only two of ours rode and the WW Journal states.....

“entries totalled 50, we would have liked a few more, but the social side did not suffer for the
Jolly Carter overflowed with Jolly Cyclists with mine host in his glory, if it were only for the
annual welcome the Hill Climb would go even with no entries. Our sincere congratulations to
the Manchester Clarion......

D Woore Manchester Clarion  2.44.%/s

D Nield Manchester Clarion  2.48.%/s

FH Worthen Manchester Clarion 2.49.Y/s

Our own event resulted in a win for FS (Stan) Heeley (actual 17") with Eric Moore second. We
unreservedly withdraw all we have ever written with regard to the cycling abilities of Stan, we
bow our heads in shame, we bite the dust at his feet.....”

In 1948 Dick Woore finished second in the National Hill Climb Championship on Lansdowne
Lane, Weston, Bath. The winner was Vic Clarke in 3.42 who won the event in 1946, 1947
and 1948. Dick Woore’s time was 3.47.2 with Bernard King third 3.48.6.

The hill is 1,157 yards with an average gradient of 1 in 7.9. Steepest 1 in 5. Dick then
brought his Manchester Clarion team over to Peaslows.

1948 saw our tenth hill climb promotion and the Withington Wheelers Journal records;
“....Manchester Clarion filled 1%, 2", 3 4™ 6" and 9™ and many other places — a truly
remarkable effort. Entry was not up to pre-war standard and the total of 53 was not
particularly encouraging. However from a sporting and social point of view the event was it’s
usual howling success, the club turnout was also very good even if a certain aged member did
come out on the bus. The leaders;

D Woore Manchester Clarion  2.35.%/s

FH Worthen Manchester Clarion 2.37.Y/s

D Nield Manchester Clarion 2.43.Y/s

The Withington riders were;

J Forbes Withington Wheelers 3.07.%/s

L Tulip Withington Wheelers 3.09.%/5

R Leaver Withington Wheelers 3.28.%/s

H Stevens  Withington Wheelers 3.43.%/5

1949 and Manchester Clarion recorded their third consecutive victory for the Tom Frith
Shield, below is the Withington Wheelers Journal from November 1949.....
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1950 saw a disappointing entry of only 47 “grimpeurs” but Dick Woore did not enter, “being
unable to find any of his previous year’s form”. Eric Higgins of Whitworth Wheelers had
beaten Harold Worthen by 6 seconds in the National Hill Climb and we were all set for a fine
trial of strength. On Peaslows Worthen got his revenge by /s of a second but neither could
beat Den Nield who finished with 2.50 dead. Of our own riders, Roy Isherwood failed to start
and it was left to Jack Kennedy to beat Brian Purcell by 15 seconds to take the fastest Withy
honour.

The Journal records “Our thanks to Mac (Ron McQueen) and Arthur Wood, the old and time-
honoured combination of clock watchers, who returned the following leading times;

D Nield Manchester Clarion  2.50

FH Worthen Manchester Clarion 2.52.Y/s

E Higgins  Whitworth Wheelers 2.52.%/s

V Clark Coventry CC 2.55.%5

W Consterdine Bolton Clarion 3.04.%5”

By 1951 Dick Woore had joined the Withington Wheelers and a total of six Withys faced the
timekeepers Arthur Wood and Arnold Pennill. J Kennedy, AR Isherwood, Jim Forbes, Stan
Foster, Dick Woore and Lance Tulip were our Six.

The Withy Journal records;

“Of our boys, our chief hope for individual honours centered on Dick (Woore) and his

2.44 35 though a little disappointing to him, was good enough to place him sixth. Jim
(Forbes) came up with 2.54. %/s and was quite pleased with himself, while Roy (Isherwood)
filled third place in the team with a time 2 seconds slower than Jim. Lance (Tulip) had a
pulled muscle and was unable to start.

The winner was HJ Hardcastle of Abbotsford Park in 2.30 dead. This was a new record for
the hill and it wouldn’t be beaten for six years.



The contest for team honours was hard fought and our boys were fastest of the local clubs and
achieved their ambition in besting our friendly rivals, the Manchester Clarion, only to be
pushed into third place by two young clubs, Birdwell Wheelers and Wallasey Silverdale.
1952. “This was a proud and happy day for the club, for after a gap of many years we were
once again able to put up on the finishing board the name ‘Withington’ as team winners of
our own Open Hill Climb. The event has always happy associations for the club and the
desire to hold the Tommy Frith Memorial Shield is one which has for some years occupied a
sentimental place high in our affections

Our own interest in the individual contest was centered on Dick Woore, a past winner of the
event, and when he came in with 3.25 it was good enough for second place; but following
almost on his heels came Carr of the Apollo with 3.23 and later the last man on the card - last
years winner Harry Hardcastle of the Abbotsford — bustled over the line with a 3.22. /s to
push Dick back into fourth.

Dick’s disappointment was short lived; a rapid totting up of the figures by Arnold (Pennill)
and we were able to tell him that he had led Roy Isherwood (12" in 3.42.%/5) and Ken
Adshead (13" in 3.44.%/s) to a well-earned and very welcome victory for the club.”

In 1953 the Withington ran out second best to team winners Janus RC who placed riders in
first and second places to take the Tommy Frith Shield.

RR Booth Janus RC 2.45.2
R Carr Janus RC 2.48.4
J Gozzard Mansfield Aces 251.8

A Pearson Mansfield Aces 2.54.8

Ours were as follows;

AR Isherwood Withington Wheelers 2.59.2

D Waterworth Withington Wheelers 3.00.0

“Dick Woore struck an off day and finished well outside his usual standard”

1954, an entry of 47 with 42 starters.

For the first time a handicap award was introduced, donated by Jim Forbes, it turned out to be
a difficult task as eighty per cent of the riders were handicapped on their 25 times.

Roy Carr (Janus RC) was fastest in 2.35.20, Mansfield Aces took the Tom Frith team award
and of our own there were three finishers;

Roy Isherwood 2.54.2; Rod Slater 3.25.2; Bryan Purcell 3.30.8

OPEN HILL CLIMB, OCTOBER 10TH:

Abrightiibming egd & 1504 ToLiowins wind, SEw S The innovation of the event was, of course, the handicap
hCSp]‘.tall"ty of ?,he Jol}y Carter Inn{ set the scene for this competition for the prizes so generously donated by Jim Forbes.
gear's Climb, with forty two competitors (from a total entry Circumstances neccessitated that over eighty per cent of the 3
O.f TG BORNIL. oo D IOLS than'1a§t yeer) prepared to essay entrants had to be assessed on "25" times oniy, but - in the
.:,“ea%ody;" ds“;r sosElows, REcy [OWIRE i watolin, OF arthap main - the allowances worked out fairly well despite the easy

e Pausas conditions which naturally favoured the longmarkers. Best of

All the potential fast men had been placed at the tail tl.ose who really beat the Handicapper were J,C.Lord of
of the field and, though a few of the early ones managed to Manchester Clarion (previous best 1-7-41) and J.Burgess of
break three minutes, it was not until number thirty seven Manchester Velo, who dead-heated for the two awards,

(friend Alan Wheater of the Royal Oak) that the first B Ll Poatues P 4iisremilY ShEeLTae es PRl it
reasonably fast time was produced. Only four were to beat Coiaeeliagiinniuein B
his 2.46-8, and they the last quartet on the start sheet. Pos. Aotusl Homo. Neth ggfs’

The climax was an excellent 2,35-2 from Roy Carr (thjrd

in 1952, second in 1953 !} which proved a full five seconds 1 Janus _Piyfd {313'0 a ? ?5 2 SCR 2 Z>u2 13
faster than the next best. Roy stated afterwards he had been 2 Sheffield Highgate 2 50-2 S i’,“t'z 11
erroneously informed that two of his team mates had clocked 3 }sz~ '—1d .A.c' lu % lfB 1 2 43-8 (‘59
good times, and that he had tried all he knew to retain the 4 Mansfield aces CC 2450 3 2420 326
Team Shield for the Janus Road Club., Obviously a very g K A.PWheater ﬁoya.fl‘_oil; Road ((E(IEub é igg 13 3 ii? 23
uccessful example of applied psychology ! A, Pearson ansfield ices CC . 2 40-2 2
S S 5 e X 11 &R, Isherwood Withington Wheelers 2 54-2 11 2 43-2 29
There was, in fact, little doubt about the destination 15 J. Burgess Manchester Velo RC 2 56:0 35 2 21-0 1
of the Tom Frith trophy, the Mansfield Aces (with three men in 14 J.C.Lord Manchester Clarion 2570 36 2 21-0 1
the first six) winning comfortably from ifanchester Velo and. 36 R.E.Y.Siater ~ Withington Vheelers 3 25:2 44 2 41.2 24
ensuring that another new name and badge shall go on the Shield. 37 - B.E.Purcell Withington Wheelers 5 30-8 48 2 42-8 28
Of our own, Roy Isherwood - though suffering from the ; =
effects of a heavy cold - did a creditable ride for eleventh Team: Mansfield Aces (Hardwick, Gozzard, Pearson) 8m 17-0s
position, and we were glad to see Brian Purcell having another %7 St 12 storted: 4 finishod:

'go! in competiticti after three. yeaks in-the-R.4.F. Timekeepers: R.MacQueen & A.C.Wood Handicapper: A.J.Pennill



1955....

A good entry of 77 and an afternoon event for the first time.
Eric Wilson (Rossendale RC), who would win the National Championships later in the
month, nearly broke the hill record............

I SR
Lta a

OPEN HILL CLIMB, OCTOBER 9TH::

Held for the first time as_an afternoon event, we were
pleased to note a good entry of seventy seven, with the
prospect of scme keen competition for both individual and team
awards. Also, once more, there was the added interest in the
handicaps for which the prizes had been donated by Jim Forbes.

e were blessed with some good weather which was reflected
in a good turn out, and we were glad to renew acquaintance with
some members we had not seen for a long time. Though the petrol
expenditure must have been colossal it is rumoured that four or
five made their way out on bicycles. ;

Conditions for the riders were as good as could be

expected, and it was not surprising that scratch man Eric
Wilson (later in the month to become Naticnal Champion) of
Rossendale Road Club came very close to course record in setting
up the fastest time, It is perhaps a little sad to see our old
friends ousted from the prize lists, but variety is the spice of
1life and no doubt they will be keen to get their revenges in
next year's event. ind the Tom Frith Shield, with the engraving
space already half used up, is now sporting quite a fine
collection of club badges == Altrincham Ravens, Manchester
Clarion; Birdwell Vheelers, Withington Vheelers, Janus Road Club,
Mansfield Aces, with the Rossendale still to be added.

As usual, Arthur Vood and Mac officiated with the watches
and reported the following leading times:=

3 : He

Pos dctual Hep Nett POIS)
1 E. Wilson Rossendale RC 2 31.6 Ser 2 31,6 21

2 W. Bradley Southport RCC 2 33,0 100 PEU" %

3 P.J.Graham West Pennine RC 2 34,6 10 2 24,6 4

4 D. Wilson Sheffield Highgate 2 37.6 © 2 24.6 12

$ J. Gozzard Mensfield aces CC 239.0 15226.0 &

&- R, Caxr Janus Road Club 2 40,4 6 2 35,4 27

45 K. Richardson Manchester 4 & CC 3%, 2 P00, 857
57 A, Godfrey Withington Ths 585,826 3 07,8 :56

Teams: 1 Rossendale RC (Wilson, Simcock, Kershaw) 8 05,2
2 TWest Pennine RC (Graham, Holland, Martin) - 8 05,6
3 Mansfield aces(Gozzard, Pearson, Hardwick) 8 14,8

77 entered: 64 started: 59 finished:
Timekeepers: R.MacQueen & A.C.Wood Handicapper: a,J.Pemnill



1956 Team winners are Sheffield Highgate and last year’s winner Eric Wilson is pipped by
Bill Bradley who clocked the exact same time as Eric in 1955 — 2.31.6

OPEN HILL CLIMB, OCTOBER 7TH:

Three = two = one - GO ! and Ken Ad~head set the ball
rolling in this year's cvent which carried a most attractive
prize list ... due mainly to generous offers from Harry Wilson
and two fairly anonymous Vice-Presidents.

First man of a very encouraging entry of sixty nine,

Ken's 3=30 didn't tell us much as we didn't know how fit he was,
but the next man up = Jack Woodward of the Clarion - showed with
his 2-56 that there was a fairly steady 'draught' in the riders'
favour, This was confirmed when No, 9 = J.Keith of Middleton =

arrived with a 2-43; and Messrs Forbes and Bates held a hurried
consultation ! A4nother steady ride of 2-48 by J.H,Tattersall of
Rossendale was good enough to give him the Pirst Handicap award.

The next highlight followed some nine minutes later when

J.K.Taylor of West Pennine hove into view complete with *barrow’.

As onme wag in the 'gallery' was heard to remark - "No matter how
slow you go on one of those, you can't fall off !" Then Enas
Batty = a little bit more shiny on top, maybe - but still as
game as ever; his conquests of Peaslows well into double
figures now. A good effort of 2-53 from Dennis Beckett of the
Clarion broke up a run of outside-three-minutes rides; it was
very gratifying to see so many Clarion entries and quite
reminiscent of the post-war years when they were undisputed
‘masters® in the anti-gravity world.

Charlie Clarke of Westwood scrambled over the line in
2-48, to be followed in a more sedate manner by 'nmew boy' John

1957 ... and the record goes.

Charlie Clarke of Westwood scrambled over the line in
2-48, to be followed in a more sedate manner by 'new boy' John
BEntwistle of Burnley --- sedate, maybe, but swift too, and his
2-33 was the first beating of J.Keith's ride fifty minutes
before and netted him Third Fastest and Second Handicap prizes.

Then came the rest of the 'fast men' === 2-35 fram
Uranville Olive, Umiversit; C.C; 2-41 from 7ice previous
winner Roger Booth, Jemus; 2=36 from Nemmis Wilson, Sheffield

Highgate; and so down to Bill Bradley's 2-31-6 which was
exactly the same as last year's winning time, 4nd then ceame
National Champion Eric Wilscn and, as he approached the last
"hump ' before the finish, it seemed that he would just manage it
but the little extra was not there and a new name was added to
the list of winners.

When all was checked and sorted cut we found that the
Rossendale emerged as comparatively easy Team winnews from
Sheffield Highgate, with Clarion third and West Pennine (who
'1ost' one of their mainstays somewnere between arthur Wood and
Mac) fourth.

Sunday October 6", a fresh following wind up the hill and the WW Journal records. ..

“And then the master! No fighting finish, no grandstand effort — in fact, no apparent effort at
all! Just a smooth, rock-like approach to the line, the hallmark of a perfectly judged effort
from a boy who had the ability and confidence to ride the hill his own way, putting in the
effort where it really counted and showing the temperament that has since brought him the
National title. Bill Bradley did not start but | rather think that Bill himself would have grave
doubts as to his ability to better this performance.

So hats off to Eric Wilson for a brilliant ride of 2.23.8 as he dismounts not unduly distressed,
but to be congratulated by Harry Hardcastle whose hill record he had slashed by six seconds,
and by Roger Booth who had been toppled into second place by a record margin of thirteen

seconds.”

1958 and Pete Graham records the first of his wins...

* OPEN HILL CLIMB: These must surely have been the worst

been harder days, much harder, but not the cold and wet with
which the twenty four starters had to contend on Sunday,
October 5th., 1958. The finishing sheet compliments them cn
starting - they should also be applauded for turning out at
all, for once having reached the start they would surely ride
to make the journey out and home again worth while !

First man up was J.Haddock of Warrington Roads, whose

3-17, though not very revealing, was sufficient to tell the few
hardy spectators at the finish that the wind was favourable and

that under-three-minutes rides would be the order of the day
rather than the exception, Thé first of these came from the
third men up, K.Bracegirdle of Stretford Wheelers, and his
2=53,2 was good enouth to earn second-handicap prize,

inother two three-r:xinutes?lus rides and then a spell of

three riders in twelve minutes to confirm the foul conditions
and allow Mac to parteke of the cup that cheers, The monotony
was broken by the spectacle of Ray Jones of Notts Olympic
breathing up the back of J,W.Simpscen to earn himself Pirst=
handic d creditsble 2-4¢, the ultimate seventh
lotts Olympic's next 'two men clocked 2=-51
sécond fastest team placing behind

conditions for the past twelve years but, cf
course, I am open to correcticn on this point. There must have

(one of last years's handicap winners) though not quite good
enough to put him amongst the handicap awards again was,
nevertheless, the fastest time to date and destined to be
beaten only four times. The first of the 'big guns', Barry
Clegg of Rossendale, could not quite mamage it and expressed
disappointment at his 2-46.4, and it was Don Wilson who
toppled the Stretford Whecler from his position at the head of
affairs, the Sheffield Highgate man's time being 2-42.2, as I
helped him off his bike I remarked that his ride was four
seconds faster than the previocus best and might very well "do
it", to which he replied = "not with Graham and Wilson still to
come",

He had epparently forgotten his minute man, and Roger
Booth stormed over the line with a 2-38,6 and a "come back'
victory after two previous wins (ih 1952 and 1953) seemed a
distinct possibility, However, we did not have long for con=
jecture as Pip Graham fought his way over the line just one
Pifth of a second faster and now the issue changed once more,
Was this a winning effort or had the maestro something up his
sleeve ? Could he do it and become the first to record a
treble in our event ? It certainly seemed sc as he came into
view and approached the final stretch. A4t the 'bonk' some
P£ifty yards frcm the line he was running neck-and-rieck with
Booth and Graham, and we watched those all important seccnds
ticking by cn Mac's watch, Thirty four, thirty five, thirty
six === will he do it ? Thirty seven = no, he can't, Thirty
eight and he's over the line in 2-39 as we breath again and
acclaim Peter Graham as the winner,

Hats off to both these boys who, less then two hours
previously, had finished in the same positions in the B.L.R.C.
Championship on Mem Nick and were destined to finish first and
second in the R,T,T.C. National Championship three weeks later,

and if, as you were returning home, you had some doubts
as to whether it was worth turning out on such a terrible day,
we hope you soon dispelled them, TFor, after all, twenty four
lads thought it was worth it and gave of their best, despite
the conditions, So, who are we to argue ? .



1959 and Pete Gaham’s second win.............

OPEN HILL CLIMB, OCTOBER 18TH, 1959.
I think it is to our credit that we have continued

through the years with this promction, so that it is now as __ We were all {just a bit sorry to see our old friend
much a part of the local (indeed, national) programme as any Eric Wilson "screwed" into second place, particularly as this
other event in the calendar. is the third consecutive year he has "Retired" from hill-

climbing !

On the starting sheet of 1934 there appears the name
of H, Batty of the Dukinfield, and he he and his brother must
go the honour for the most consecutive appearances, their names
still appear as recently as 1956. Now we find the wheel has
turned full cycle =- on this year's card we find the name of
J.J.Batty, Dukinfield C.C, Yes, Harry's son following faith~
fully in dad's wheeltracks and probably using the same 22-
tooth sprocket.

We have become used to seeing the familiar faces at
this popudar event, and this year's gathering was no exception.

oOur hosts at the Jolly Carter 'did for us' very well,
and altogether it was a great get-together. Results:~

P, J.Graham West Pennine 2m 25,6s
E.” Wilson Rossendale o2m 27.4s
G, Rhodes Huddersfield 2m 28.6s
J.F, Brennan Ribble Valley 2m 35,65 -
R,B,Adshead Stretford Whs 2m 39.8s.

Just bike old times to see Herbert and May out, Ken and Flo who N.A,Bird M/cr University 2m 39,8s
also went to the trouble of putting in an appearance, our uld % N -
friend Arthur Wood and other friends old and new, 2 H/cp. N, A, Bird M/er University 2m 0" Ss

N. Treaton Rossendale RC 2m 18.0s

A, Barber Warrington RC 2m 19,8s
Rossendale Road Club 7m 50,8s
West Pernine RC 7m 57,68

The weather didn't quite hold out and the last few
riders had to contend with a heavy downpour. They had, however,
ample compensation in that the very last three cleared the Toam
board =- at least they provided lst, 2nd., and 3rd, fastest. The
third man, Rhodes of Huddersfield, actually went on to win the
National Championship on the Winnats the following week.

NMH G 1 oG-
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The 1960s and the National Hill Climb comes to Peaslows

1961

Open Hill Climb, Octcber 15th, 1961:

The afterncen was dry but cccl, with quite a streng
wind blecwing up the hill --- in fact, ideal ccnditicns. The
event was wen by Peter Graham of West Pennine Rcad Club, and,
while this prcbably was tc be expected, the Timeke eper's
anncuncement cf his winning time (a fantastic 2m 16s, which
shattered the cld hill reccrd) cculd cnly be described as
astr<mding ! This perfcrmance alsc paved the way fcr ancther
success By the West Pennine team, whc alsc set up a new reccrd.

Len Graysen (a newccemer to cur promction) was secend,
and hardy-annual Eric Wilscn filled third pesiticn.

The three entrants from the Withington met with
varying degrees cf success., Peter Jerdan, off as number cne,
expressed a wish tc better three minutes and seemed satisfied
with his time cf 2m 59,6s on a 63" gear. Dawe Shutt was very
unfcrtunate, as he unbalanced at the start while trying (he says !)
tc aveid a conveniently pesiticned werm (sabctage ?). This
brcught him dewn, but he was hauled upright and determinedly set
cff withcut, hewever, first righting his bars and stem which had
been twisted through abcut ferty five degrees; a stop to rectify
this was necessary cn the bend cn the steep part of the hill,
and althcugh he later continued tc the tcp his time was nct
cfficially reccrded. Richard Langman had a ccld the previcus
week and had difficulty in breathing during the climb (and whe
dcesn't 2 Ed.). He reccrded 2m 50s cn a 59" gear and spent
the following week in bed recovering.

Of the seventy seven whose names appeared on the start sheet,
sixty seven started and sixty five (of whom forty beat three minutes) finished.



1962 saw three Withington riders in our own Open. The event was won in a time of 2mins
23.8 secs by Pete Graham of the West Pennine RC who also ran out team winners. Richard
Langman was fastest of ours in 2.48.2, P Jordan recorded 3.15.2 and DRW Shutt 3.21.4.
You’ll notice that the timings had at last become decimal and therefore tenths were used

instead of fifths.

1963 ....

The record goes again. Pete Graham again with a stunning 2mins 12.2 secs, a new

course record and beating Granville Sydney into second place in 2mins 19.6secs. Richard
Langman improved by nearly half a second and moved up one place from 17" to 16" in
2.47.8. The other Withington riders were John Rayner 3mins 4.2secs and Alan Snelson 3mins

13.2secs.

Pete Graham had by now recorded six consecutive wins in our event.

OPEN HILL CLIMB 1963.

Once again the Club was blessed with a fine day for it's 8pen
Hill Climb, although the wind was so strong it was even suggested
that riders should start from the top of the hill and try to geot
down against the wihd.

The "Jolly Carter" was as usual bursting at the seamswith
cyclists, and a nifty bit of elbow work was needed to make ary
the Club were present,

1

headway .Most of the active members of

The other to
recorded 3m.13°2 sces.and

dlu_appolx b H
his time of 2
the second man by c

The "Goup! of the da,/ was by Hudderzfield Star Wis. Cranville

- Y J up
» was a Course awd l\Pl’lt Tecord, oadtl"'

Sydney, second fastest and second handicapped, his brother Graham
Sydney lst Handicap and with Jack Lightfoot, the team award of tke
Tom Frith Shield.

Afterwards an E.G.M.was held in the "Jolly Carter" to discuss
wiethef the Club would be prepared to promote the lational
Championship Climb next year,

1964 National Hill Climb Championships on Peaslows

Our 27" Open Hill Climb in 1964 was also the 21 National Hill Climb. The club rallied

round to put on an excellent promotion. The HQ was of course the Jolly Carter in Chapel-en-
le-Frith, car parking was a problem and various sites were considered. Sam Longson, Haulage
Contractors in the town were approached but the garage workshops and parking ground were
in use at weekends. They were very helpful and suggested other sites which the club
eventually used. The field at the top of the hill adjacent to the finish was used for spectators.
Notes with the start sheet stated “charabancs should use the car park in Chapel-en-le-Frith”.

HUSHI KEEP IT DARKl

O start sheet was available for the National Championship hill-
climb until the last minute, when thanks to hard work by national
officials, an advance copy was supplied to CycLING.
This was because event , A. J. Pennill, fully supported by
his District Council chai R Ron MacQueen, thmg!on Wheelers,

championship.

“ We're not fully in agreement with this prior publicity for tnne
trials,” MacQueen told CycLiNng. * As far as I am concerned we wounld
run this event at five in the mommg lf it were poss:b!e."

The R.T.T.C. had supplied to the
promoters for complete details to he sent to the natlonal Press and
broadcasting stations.

“I’'m not bothered about that,” said MacQueen, “the hill will be
crowded enough as it is without publishing the details in advance.
Pennill’s responsible for running the event and in this case I agree with
him. Everyone of any no ith the exception of Les West is riding the
event. That’s all Pm prepared to say.”

Assistant national secretary of the R.T.T.C., Mavis Davis, made
alternative arrangements for CYCLING.

“ This is a national championship run for everybody,” she said, “ and
since the prior publicity rule was lifted by national council, everybody
is entitled to know who is riding.”

Pennill’s letter to CYCLING said :

“ Programmes will be available on the hill, and so we are nof.
releasing full details of the starting order.”

felf that CycLING'S readers should not know who is to ride the |

| There was some controversy before the
event when event secretary Arnold Pennill
and RTTC Disrict Council Chairman Ron
McQueen refused to publicise who was to
ride the event.

In Cycling Weekly the week before the
event there was a “Hush! Keep it Dark!”
piece which explained that no start sheet
would be available until the last minute.
..we would run this event at five in the
morning if it were possible” said Ron.




The usual course of 980 yards was extended to include the full length of the hill and totalled

>

The course

The hill this year is not so stee
but it is the length which will
 make it-just as hard as the 970
_ yards of l-in-6 of Winnats Pass
which was last year’s venue.
~ Peaslow Hill, Blackbrook Lane,
Chapel-en-le-Frith, Derby-

1,670 yards. “Start opposite the wooden sheep pen, 80
yards east of the river bridge. Finish at the field gate 12
yards short of telegraph post 10.S on the north side of the
road near the summit”.

Unseeded at N2 108 Eric Wilson of the Rossendale was

. fastest in 4mins 49.6secs. Eric won the national title in

1955, 1957, 1960 and now 1964.
“Puff Puff Wilson Again” shouts Cycling Weekly referring
to his inevitable post-race cigar.

3 CYCLING, October 31, 1964

£

ho's Y . Mok B
b A e o e e
"PUFF-PUFF’ WILSON AGAIN!
.
Veteran Eric jumps to his fourth hill-climb title
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The photo aside shows
Charlie Haines and
* Jim Forbes with the
- finishing board on the
. bed of an articulated
lorry supplied by club
 member Jack Stant.




In December of 1964 the Withington Wheelers Club Journal included reports by Jim Forbes
and Arnold Pennill and a fascinating “special feature” written by National Champion Eric
Wilson especially for the Journal. He goes to the trouble of thanking the Withington for all
their efforts ... “Thanks Withington Wheelers for the hill, and the opportunity you gave me”

What a gentleman!

Maticnal Hill-Ciimb Championship
1964

Our promotion of the Hiil-Climb Championship at Chapel-en-le
Frith on Sunday, 25th Nctober, was a day for us to rememwber and
be proud of.

Certainly, for uyself it was the most gratifying occasion in
the club's history, a.s vhen, at the top of the hill, shor
the finish when the last of the four or five hundred cdrs
and the last piece of litter collected by the working part:
was the moment to give tle "Withington" a metaphorical well-earned
slap on tae back for ¢ jcb done - and well done.

Let us have no illusions - ours was a first-class promotion.
Weeks and weeks of work ¢nd effort by our 'back-rocm' boys - and
how fortunate we are in having amongst us, a small army of these
enthusiastic, inexhuustible, and co-operative stalwarts - had gone
into planning end fureseeing every possible snag and it would be
difficult to detail evorything that contributed to the event's
success, for fear ox overlooking some such effort.

A1l this, togethe:r w:th the help of friendly farmers, and a
local fira of note, wiis each loaned us a field for car-parks, our
friends Malcolm Condliffe and his wife - mine hosts at the "Jolly
Carter!, and the complet¢ co-operation of the local Constabulary
had the event swinginz l:ke a piece of well-oiled machinery from
the worll i'go'!, An ommission was later brought to our notice -
that we did not call out the local St. John's Ambulance Brigade.
They were mildly indignant, and for our part we would have been
delighted to heve iicluded theum. Fortunately (and for this we
are thankful) their serv: ces were not required - so that had t
be that.

There had been variors misgivings expressed about the suitab-
ility of Peaslcws Hill fir such an event, but from a competitors
angle it proved to have :1l1 the re qulremcnts, and certainly sorted
the 'tigers' from tle re:it.

As though to set a szal on a wonderful day for us, our old
friend from Rossendile, Eric Wilson, drasged himself fI‘Q"l his sixth
official retircment to record his fourth National Championship in
nine years by winniii, the event 4 secs from a newcomer to Northern
hill-climbs - Eric Lightfoot of the Merlin Road Club. The 'hot'
favourite Granville Sr-dney had to be content with third place a
further 2 secs in arrears, but he had the satisfaction of leading

and here’s Eric’s piece.....

THE VIEW FROM TEE TCE oF CHE HILL
by National Champion - Jdric Wilson

Peaslowss hill, Sunday the 25th October, 1964. My number was
called and I made my way to the starting line confident that I
w2s going to win. Ruither a bold, if not big h tatement to
make. But nobody wins a championship title thinking otherwise,
yet, ohly two wecks befoit I didn't think I would even have a
smell at the title. . war a has been, washed out cld man on-
sidering joining the ranks of Messrs. MacQueen, Penniljy, Tulip
on the admin. side of tie sport. How did I rise out of fhe
depths of senile decz;, to the blissfull vigour of youth you may
ask. Bear with me and I Lope to tell you how this change came
about.

Two weeks prior to the Championship, with only a few train-
ing miles in, I rode our own 'Open', up the side of Pendle,
beating Gordon Brooks by 2 secs and wmy old rival Pete Graham
by 6 secs. Graham hod ridden against Sydney, the reigning
Champion, the previous day on another 4 minute climb and had
finished 5 secs down, and comparisons scemed to indicate that
my form was equal to Syiney's. I realized though that it was
impossible to access with certainty my form on two rides done
by Graham. But, nevertaeless, I began to look inte the hill
and rivals with a great deal of intercst.

The hill-Peaslows. ‘lmost made to measure for me. Just the
right length-around 5 minutes climbing time I reckoned. No long
stretches of 1 in 4 - these I hate and lose seconds to the top
riders. The hill wes mi.c - IF I could get to top fitness in 13
days. Now what about the men I had to beat. Sydney - the Champ
- I felt he was not winning by anything like the margins he should
have been against, income cases second class opposition. Graham
- out, likes the stee, -all-the-way climbs. Foster - losing in-
terest. Patten - clin, too long for him (nearly proved wrong
here). Lightfoot and Brcoks -? feared these two young riders
most but hoped the rill vould suit me better than them.

13 days is not ¢ long time. 13 days to get fit enough to win
a Champioaship is a hell of a short time. Free excercises for 15
minutes morning and night would do me a power of good. On the bike
I had to train for a 5 minute burst. A 5 miles warm up and then 5
minutes of pulse pedalling. Then a rest at just below 'evens' for
15 minutes before having another 5 mins.pulse pedalling. This every
day for around 30 m’les or so and I began to fell fitter than

the Huddersficld Star Wheelers to victory in the team section, to
win the Championship sShield and our own.

And so the name of Tommy Frith now graces a National Champion-
ship., When he rode up Peaslows on his 2-speed fixed before the
war neither he nor anyone else could have. forescen by what means
his name would be closely linked with that particular evént:

We enjoyed a wonderful turn-out of members, the p“obler:m was,
to list who wasn't there. Everybody, (girls :md ladies included),
gave their very best and the net result was as I have recorded -
a promotion to be proud of.

J.2.F.

THE HILL CLIMB - FACTS & FIGUR&S From the Bvent Secretary.

The total number of entries was 152, the final 120 selections
included 33 from addresses in Yorkshirs, 29 from Lancashire, 9
each from Nottinghamshire and Warwickshire, 8 from Cheshire, 5
from Leicestershire, 4 from Surrey, and others from as far afield
as Kent and Westmorlend. 18 clubs were represented by full teams.

The riders were started by the ivent Secretery, A.J. Pennill.
A new watch, to Championship specification, failed to meet the es-
timated delivery date and we are indebted to Mr. M. de Mouilpied,
of Midlands D.C., who made available the use of his Heuer spilt-
second watch.

The Club President, R. MacQueen, timed-ih the riders at the
top being assisted by Mr. A.C. Wood a2s Recorder and assistant-Time-
Kecper. The two main watches showad a run-out of O.4 second be-
tween 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. This discrepancy (3 seconds in 24 hours)
is well within specification; any calculated correction to the
finishing ftimes would not have affected the result.

The cost of the event proper is likely to be about £14 - £15
which takes account of a2ll expences including realistic timekeeping
fees. The sale of extra start cards reduces the started deficit to
round about £6 - £7, which is the normal cost of our annual event.

aA.0.P.

7
I ever felt before. The 5 minute bursts became easier and
easier, I began to grow more and more confident of my chances
8o much so that I began to worry about spectators stepping in
my path, the chain breaking, hub stripping and lots of other
things over which I had no control. [hinking like this is al-
ways a good sign - knowing that you have done everything in your
power to succeed, you begin to trust to Mother Luck to help you
pull all the stops out without any misfortunes coming your way.

So to the climb In retrospect I ramember feeling rather
pleased at making a good start and getting into a nice rhythm
within a few yards. A spectator did zet in my way but was pul-
led into the side just in time. I was disappointed in my finish
I eased over the last ten yards for no apparent reason and had
my winning margin been smaller this could have easily lost me the
title.

Next year I shall be watching for 2 change. I felt confident
about winning this year, and feel equally sure that I will not
pull it off cver again. It may be a sclfish attitude to take,
but I always wanted to retire on top and unbeaten. Thanks
Withington Wheelers for the hill, and the opportunity you gave
to me.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP HILL CLIMB
Results in bricf

1. BJ Wilsen Rossendale R.C. 4n.b9.6 secs.
2. B, Lightfoot Merlin Road Club. 44.53.2 secs.
3. G. Sydney snr. Huddersfield Star vhs. 4u.55.2 secs.
4, D.A. Patten San Fairy Ann C,3. 4n,55.8 secs.
5. G. Brooks Skipton C.C. 4i.57.2 secs.
6. R. Foster Birdwell Wheelers. 5a.02.2 secs.
7. R.B. Adshead Stretford Wheelers. 5m.05.8 secs.
8. M. Ives Coventry C.C. 5m.09.0 secs.
9. K.B. Lycett Featherstone R.C.- Si.14.8 sces.
10. G. Sydney jnr. Huddersficld Star Whs. 5m.16.0 secs.
Team Champions: :
HUDDZRSFIELD STAR WHS. Granville Sydnay 45.55.2 secs.
Graham Sydney 5m.16.0 secs.
A.W. Hinchliffe 5u.20.6 secs.

15m.31.8 _secs.




1965 saw a small entry for the Open Hill Climb. It was pleasing to see our old friend
Granville Sydney take the first prize and then go on and win the National Championship.
No details of 1966 and 1967 in the WW journals.

Unen Hill Climb.

Aftsr a wet and windy weck the sun came out of hiding and the
event was run off in florious sunshine with a good breeze to
help the riders up the hill. Although only 30 riders entered
there was a good crowd of on-lookers to shout encouragement to
the competitors. The spectators were joired by two policemen in

a patrol car who{watched benévolently near the finish, after-
wards moving off with a polite. ‘thank-you” on their loud-hailer.

The favourable wind brought some fast times and although the
Sydney brothers stormed up-imcharacteristic style they failed to
beat Midlander Gordon Clements who clocked the near-record time
of 2 minutes 1l4.4 seconds. Traditionally the Huddersfield Star
took the team prize, by a substantial margin over the Manchester
Wheelers Team.

Two Withington iheclers joined battle with the hill, Richard
Langman took 1lth position with a personal best time of 2 minutes
43 .6 secs., breaking Jim Forbkes thirty-two year-old record as the
fastest uithington Wheeler on Peaslows and the Racing Sec. also
turned in a personal best in his first ride on Peaslows for 14
years.

Oops! There’s a mistake in the report of the 1968 hill climb above and no it’s not the Florious
sunshine! In the last paragraph it states that Richard Langman’s time of 2 minutes 43.6
seconds had beaten Jim Forbes’ record set in 1936. In actual fact, Jim Forbes’ time in 1936
was 2 minutes 413/s seconds. Jim’s time did indeed stand as the fastest ride by a Withington
Wheeler for 55 years until it was beaten by Neil Byrne in 1991 in a time of 2 minutes 36.4
seconds.

OPEN HILLCLIMB 13th October 1974

The 1970s

Peaslow took on a pleasant autumn atmosphere to the onlookers at the Open

Hillclimb, but to the riders it remained steepest 1 in 5, average 1 in 7,

1974 saw Jack Kershaw
(Oldham Century) win the
Open Hill Climb. Jack had
good pedigree and had
finished second to
Granville Sydney in the
1973 National Hill Climb.

Granville Sydney had
dominated the Withington
Wheelers Open Hill Climb
in the early seventies and
by 1975 his club, the

930 yards of effort, From a field of 41 riders, 31 faced Arnold at the
bottom of the hill, The event proceeded orderly for the first twenty minutes
until amvel interdude was provided by the local farmer who decided to
move a field of cows down the hill and inté Chapel. The event was held up
for a couple of minutes by this and additional sport was added for the riders
by way of an obstacle race around the fresh deposits,

Many of the riders in the event had ridden an hillclimb earlier in the
day, which may explain the lack of form that some suffered. Last man off
was Jack Kershaw, recently returned from road racing on the continent and
he sped up the hill in 2 20+4 to give him victory by a comfortable margin
of 138 seconds, not far bchind Pete Graham's course record of 2 122
The team result hinged on Birdwell's and Oldham's third counters and it was
Oldham with Jack Kershaw, Dave Aston and Laurie CGreen who took the honours.

A most welcome cup of tea revived riders at the top of ghe hill where

Man was doing his usual timekeeping job. After the event the club en masse
was entertained at Jim Forbes hideaway at Disley. What was promised as a
sandwich turned out to be a lovely buffet and I'm sure all that were present

would agree that Jim rounded the day off very well.



Huddersfield Star, had by now won the Tommy Frith Team Shield on nine occasions.

1975

“A few minutes before the first
man arrived at the summit, a herd
of cows en route for pastures new
disgraced themselves a few yards
before timekeeper Ron
McQueen’s nice clean finishing
area and suddenly every rider must
have been wishing he had
mudguards. In spite of the
additional hazards Gareth
Armitage, Oldham Century,
zoomed up smelling roses in an
unbeatable 2-36.8”. So records
Cycling Weekly dated 18"
October 1975 (see aside).

Granville Sydney could only
manage 2-46.8 and was beaten
into third place by Gareth
Armitage of the Oldham Century.

Pete Graham who won the event
0N SiX consecutive occasions was
returning as a Vet but could only
manage sixth place.

1977. Gareth Armitage wins again but it’s the Huddersfield Star who take the team award
again. The WW Journal reports that the temporary closing of Rushop Edge and Mam Tor led
to problems with traffic on Peaslows. The Mam Tor section of the road was eventually

abandoned in 1979 following further landslips.

OPEN HTLL CLIMB - 1977.

Sunday 16th October promised well as we made our way towards Chapel-
en-le-Frith in brilliant sunshine, and along with an entry of 32
riders due to Rod's wsual efficiency and enthusiastic endeavour,
another succesful promotion was imminent. However, even Rod's
efforts could not control the weather and as we approached the
"Jolly Carter", the sunshine gave way to a damp mist, with the
prevailing wind blewing down the hill. = oI

Pirst man up was J.D. Lindley whose time of 2m 57s (putting him in
the winning team) was a sure sign that no records were to be broken.
Than followed a slight lapse ar numhers 2,3 and 4 failed to start and
the arrival of N.S. Sharpe of the Buxton C.C. in 2m 52s again con-
firmed the rather difficult conditions as his time was destined to
place him in 4th fastest position on the day.

A grandstand finish was staged by N.3. Benn of the Cheshire Roads
and the hill record holder Peter Graham, whose comments on being
asked if it was hard, were rather breathless but most definite, "It's
always b y hard." Peter's ride of 2m 53.4s though far outside

his 1963 hill record of 2m 12.2s was a wonderful effort, particularly
as hill climbing is one branch of the sport where "comebacks" are
extremely difficult and well nlgh impossible to achieve.

Dave Aston of the Manchester Wheelers arrived just outside the 3min
mark and had to be shcyelled to the side of the road to be revived
with a cup of tea from our ever present and attentive laly members.
Dave's ride coupled with fine efforts from Brian Pownall and Ian
Donaghue was sufficient to give the Wtheelers the second team position
behind cur friendly invaders from the Huddersfield Star.

All eyes then awaited the arrival of Gareth Armitage, the last man
off and, as anticipated, he came up cleanly and steadily in a time
of 2m 35.68 to win by a margin of some 8 secs. from Peter Grimes the
Zeading rider of the Huddersfield Star Wheelers winning team, and
place his own team, Oldham Century, into 3rd prsition.

And so, yet another Open Hill Climb was successfully completed,
despite a considerable amount of traffic up and down the hill due
vossibly to the temparary closing of Rushop Zige and Mam Tor, and the
reactions of some of the more exasperated "four wheelers", one of
whom forced Mike Kelleher of the Cheshire Roads off the road and inte
a wall and thus quali?ying him for the "Unluckiest Rider" award and
a frees entry for 1978! We only had one complaint from one of our
helpers, Zric Moore said that he did think one or two riders might

have tried to turn left at his junction and make his journey really
necessary!



1978
Rod Slater had by now taken over the organisation of the event from Arnold Pennill who had
been the event organiser since before the Second World War.

“Very wet with wind blowing up the hill” records the finish sheet for our 1978 Open Hill
Climb. GC Armitage (Oldham Century) took the honours in 2mins 24.6 secs. Our own
David Slater recorded 3mins 14.2secs with Scott Newbery 5 seconds behind in 3.19.8secs and
event secretary, Rod Slater, riding in his own event, recorded 3mins 40.8 secs.

OPEN HILL CLIMB 1978

On a day more suitable for ducks than cyclists, the Open Hill Climb,
once again held on Peaslows Hill, enjoyed its best entry since the
National Hill Climb of 1964. 4ith 19 novices and a team of three
Withington Wheelers (Rod, Scott and David) the entry was a ¢ d total
of 59. Of these, 43 started and 43 finished, our team g ning

place in the team positions with a combined time of 1Cn, 114:8s4

A cool gouth-west wind developed through the event with moderate rain
throug hout most of it. Halfway through ti g a dowmpour with
many riders being drenched as they reached the finishing line,

Rod, on a gear of 48" twiddled up in 3m. 40.8s. Scott on a 57’
y & 4 ye ]
wound: it up in 3m. 19.8s., yours truly arriving with a time of

3me 14.2s.

Fastest rider of the day was once again Gareth Armitage of the
Oldham Century with a time of 2m. 24+6s., (this time done on a. 60"
gear). The fastest novice of the day was J. Pixton of the West
Pennine R.C.with a time of 2m. 58s. With an aggregate time of

Tme 48,5s. our friends from over the border, the Huddersfield Star
Wheelers, once more took the fastest team award.

gear

The following year, 1979, was “warm and sunny” says Rod on the finish sheet. David Slater
improved to 2mins 57.4 secs but Scott recorded virtually the same time as last year, 3mins
19.0 secs. Our third counter this year was R Byrne in 4mins 00.6secs.

“We all missed Nellie and Harry’s tea-wagon but willing hands (and there’s no shortage of
these in the Withington) provided cups of tea for all. 1 overheard a whisper that a mysterious
flavour pervaded the beverage, perhaps this was because one of the containers used for
carrying the water was in fact a five-gallon sherry vessel. I’ll bring a whiskey one next time!”
so wrote Jim Forbes in the hill climb report in the Withington Wheelers Journal.

Winner was Gareth Armitage now with Manchester Wheelers in 2mins 15.8secs.

Second; B Lowe Manchester Wheelers 2.28.6

Third; Phil Grimes Huddersfield Star 2.39.0

Manchester Wheelers took the team award.

The 1980s and the Record goes.

1980 and 1981 were the Malcolm Elliott years. In 1980, on a “cool and sunny day with little
or no wind”, riding for the Rutland CC, he beat Gareth Armitage into second place recording
2mins 16.8secs. Armitage finished second in 2.22.2 and Phil Grimes was again third with
2.31.0. The Withington riders were;

David Slater 3.00.2

Scott Newbery 3.02.0

Robbie Byrne 4.10.8
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The Elliott win was a shock for the Withington contingent. The Journal records “Because of
Gareth Armitage’s meteoric rise to fame in 1975.. starting with our Open 25 as a pure
Novice, followed by his win in our hill climb and subsequent National Hill Climb win in the
same season, we almost feel we have a share in him.

His lead up to this year’s championship had been far from reassuring and a short time before
our first man was despatched we learned that newcomer to the game Malcolm Elliott, British
Olympic Pursuit rider in Moscow, had already defeated him the previous day and again afew
hours earlier on Monsal Head, shattering the record set by World Road Race Champion
Tommy Simpson.

So, anticipation was at its maximum with Elliott only on a modest number (20) and we, still
thinking his wins to be ‘flukes’, and Gareth , last man off, surely about to put matters right!”
As we now know Malcolm went on to win the National Championship beating Jeff Williams
by one fifth of a second and Gareth a further two seconds slower.

The Journal then turns to our own riders....

“Two o’clock and for Scott Newbery the adrenalin is starting to course. Away he went and
three minutes and two seconds had elapsed as he crossed the finishing line. Next of ours was
Robbie Byrne whose leisurely ride occupied four minutes and ten seconds. Perhaps the most
disappointed rider was our own David Slater who, having clocked 2.57 last year felt
justifiably confident of bettering that time but his 3.00.2 left him mystified and it wasn’t until
much later that he found his cones had tightened up on his rear wheel so that it wouldn’t spin
round”

1981 was the Withington’s Golden Jubilee Year and with a “strong breeze blowing up the
hill” Malcolm Elliott lowered the current event record of 2mins 8.4secs beating the old record
set by Peter Graham, 2.12.2 in 1963. Malcolm’s record still stands to this day.

The photos below show the finishing board and Ron McQueen congratulating Malcolm Elliott.




“last up roared last year’s winner, Malcolm Elliott, to shatter Pip Graham’s 1963 record by
3.8 seconds, his 2.08.4 being good enough to win the event by 12.2 seconds”.......

Open Hill Climb on Peaslows Hill - Golden Jubilee Year 1981. -

‘October 11th dawned cold but fine and breezy. On reaching the hills the hresze
turned out to be a fair old gale blewing up the hill, setting the scene for some
fast times. So nobody was surprised when early starter Steven Haynes of tas
Manchester Wheelers, a novice (!) arrived with 2.32.02 to his oredit, which was
good -enough to' give nim third place in the wiuning team and to win him the
Novices' prize. Up they came, consistently fast, a total of 35 being 1pside* :
3 minutes. David was the Club's fastest with 2.59.02, Scott managing 3.14.04 -
we think they both prefer "100's" or "12's". . Soon the really fast boys were

arriving, Gareth Armitage's 2.22.00 being hettered by C. Gough of the Liverpool

! Gentury with 2.20.06. Last, up roared last year's winner, Malcolm Elliott, to

‘shatter Pip Graham's 1963 record by 3.8 seconds, his 2.8.4 being good enough to
win the event by 12.2 seconds.

We had all settled down to wonder at this fantastic time and to speculate on -

- what he could do -when he- is really fit, when the sky tumed black and inside
seconds' the heavens opened to drop a deluge, cpoiling our hopoe of a good old
natter. In approximately 40 Hill Climbs 1've never seen the top vacate itself
. 80 quickly. - It is good to record that from an entry of: 55 there were only 7
nan-starters and that nobody was outside 4 minutes, which must be for the first
_time ever - they did not keep Mac waiting long at the top after Amold had sent
them on their way. ; .

~ Prizewinners: 3
First Fastest: Malcolm Elliott Rutland CC . 2.8:4 I
Second Fastest: C. A. Gough Liverpool Century 2,20.06 I
Third Fastest: G. C. Armitage Manchester vh 2422.00
Fourth Fastest: S. A.C. Bonnington Manchester Wh 2425.02
Fifth Fastests 8t H. M. Haynes Manchester Wa 2+32402
Fastest Novioce: S, H. M. Haynes Manchester i 2.32.02
Fastest Teams Manchester Wh G. C. Armitage 22200

‘ S+4.C. Bennington 2,25.02
3uH,Ma oHaynes. . 2,32302
723904 ‘
K.A.P.

1982 and there was a new winner as Malcolm Elliott had of course turned professional.

".Open Hill-climb ~ Sunday 10th October, 1982. N s
A disappointing entry of cnly thirty-six fox.our 45th climb.  That however
did not:detract from it's populariiy as Star.Livingston tne 1932 winner
realised after some difficulty in parking and havang towlk nearly a mile and
a half to reach the top. "Move like Ouiton Park on Gold Cup day" observed
Stan seeming. to be in morc distress than Le was aficr riding up in 1932.

We were favoured with 2 mild and pleasant day, little or no wind and a temp-

" erature round about 60° F. 54417 no Withingu.n Whesler as number one, and it
was A.J.Norton of the Stockprrt Cl. who. blazed the trail unsensationally in
3u.06secs. We waited expecianily for M/cr.iheeler's new protege -No.6 - Mark
Jones, a novice at the time of entry but since then having won two Open climbs.
His 2-35 put him into a short-lived lead as, within two more minutes up came
his club-mate R.Holden in 2-32.

Open Hill Climb contd. 3 o
With the Manchester Wheelers almost holding a private contést, their Junier

star, Bill Mansfield No.23 was the next to lower the time t»n 2-24 and it
didn't need a pocket calculator to predict the destination of the Team Shield.
No0.26"J.Byrde Of the Leigh Premicr wpset a posgible 'clean sweep' with 2-29
J.,,.acatteriz’x’é thé “*Wheelers' placings without go much as "Sorry about #hat"!:
- ¥o0.28 was. the fiTst to beirecorded as a mon-starter, and after a short lull
" 'the bobbing figure of Chrisiialken-of the Dinnington R,C. crossed ‘the lire:
LiWith a stomming 2-18.6 %o push:all the 'provisional' prizewinners':down'ome
" Place.” With 2nd, 4th and 7th places Manchester Wheelers tiok the Tom Prith

sugt Lelsy

Shield with a combined time of Tmins.32sécs. = . i o

1. 'C.'Walker. * v Dinnington R.C., | 2-18.6.

2. 'W. P. Mansfield.. M/cr. wheelers: . 2=24.2 R A g

3.7 J. Byrne. leigh Premier: |} 2-29.4 o il

4. R. Holden. M/dr. Wheelers. <8289 o P
5,7 M. Slagden.: Sharrow C.C. 2-33.6 p

6. I. Perry.:- Middleton CsCs 2-33.8 i

7e W Torddsin M/cr. iheelerss (. .2-35.0

Last man A.R.Creacall, Hyde Olympies C.C.

By
BIPE TR Y

took.the Novice' Award with

3-22.2 it L T
. legoemy R



In 1983, Manchester Wheelers one and two and the team award with Darryl Webster fastest.

There was a time when two climbs on one Sunday
was of some note, and as far back as the mid-Thirties
our "Open" was one that featured in such activity.
For many years the other promoting Club was the Derby
Ivanhoe, whose event would take place on Monsal Head.
Our two clubs convened the time of start so that the
competitors could comfortably ride over from one to
the other. There was even time for a spot of
carousing at the "Jolly Carter" in which old Bill
Hadfield, the landlord, revelled.

Now, with events run on Saturdays, riders can
cover numerous promotions (the motor-car being the key
to it all); sometimes being able to ride four climbs
in one weekend. Indeed, by the time the Championship
comes round they can have ridden 12 or 15 events. It
is to their credit that they don't become jzded, and,
on this score, Darryl Nebster was severely "pushed"
vhen, having won on Monsal during the morning of our
‘Open", he scraped home to win ours by less than one
second.

We had a moderate eniry of 34, of which 27
answered Maurice's call at the start in slight drizzle
and a following light wind.

As the last five on the card performed their
contortions to reach the line, it all seem=d a fore-
gone conclusion. And so it proved: the Manchester
fheelers taking all the spoils, except third and

fourth plaques —— and the timekeeper's stool !
They didn't even miss a "Wheelers" training jersey
left at the start — perhaps to leave their "mark"

as it hasn't yet been claimed !

Evergreen Stan Livingston was present and there
for all to see — the winner of exactly fifty years
ago (the only time the full length of Peaslows Hill
was used ! ) in company with the current victor.

Leading times, returned by Bill Oldbury, were
23 follows on the next page :-

1. D.J.Webster Manchester Wheelers 2-18.00
2. R.Holden Manchester Wheelers 2-18.90
3. J.A.Byrne Leigh Premier R.C. 2-24.00
4. C.A.Gough Thanet R.C. 2-24.60
Team Award Manchester Wheelers T7-09.40

Fastest Novice : J.Jones, M/cr. Whlrs. 3-04.10

J. E. F.

In 1984 CG Gibson (Buxton CC) took the honours but it was the Manchester Wheelers who

took the team award once again.

OPZN HILL CLIIi3 - SUNDAY, 14TH OCTOBER 1984 - Fifty two

entrants faced the timekeeper on an unusually mild day for

our cvent.

First to get inside threc minutes was D. Ash,

Stockport flarion, with 2.55, only to be demoted by clulmate

U. Genders, the eventual Fovice scction winncr with 2.44.4.

L. Manlove, 2uxton C.C. came up in 2.29 with a chancc of being
in the puiz: list, his timc remaining fastcst till, once again,
a clubmatc, G. Gibson, ousted him by onc and a half scconds

-

wi
cf conglcte supromacy.
1y £

-

Yoomge ¥ill Mansfi:

034 and rides to school in Buxton dally, showed the

b 2.28.%, which was destined to foil the Manchcster Whceelers

id, who lives in

Gibson's timc, his 2.2C.7 only being bettered by clubmate
R

Robert Hclden.

W

3

For the sixth successive year Manchester
soclers took the team award. Thanet R.C..packed well to push
ixton irto third place despitc the latter having two riders

in thec tizst four (tie), quitec astonishing ... AND thc Withi.
Wncelers finished a complete team - last but nevertheless very

meritoriousi

1985

Keep it up, you ladsi

Ciil

Open ilill Climb - 13th October, 1925

Peaslows Hill has seldom provided so warm and sunny a venue as it did on
this occasion, adding the finishing touch to Roy Rosborougi's workmanlike

pzomotion.

Fears that the new by-pass arourd Chapel-en-le-frith might

upset the course proved to be groundless and the event passed off to the
cheers of an extra-large crowd of clubfolk.

Th= modest, but by no means small, entry of 32 were started on their way

by iaurice and timed in at the finish by 2ill Oldbury.

There were few

surprises in the results, again the Manchester Wheslers took the team

award with Darryl Webster leading tie field.

Of the Club only Richad Stern

competed but he was rewarded by a "personal” and went home inuch encouraged.
y P
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1986 and a new event organiser with Rod Slater taking over from Roy Rosborough.
There was a new generation of young Withington Wheelers coming through and Greg
Armshaw, John Lowe, Ric Stern and Mike Ruddy all enjoyed their first encounter with
Peaslows. The best time by a Withy was Greg Armshaw’s 2-47.8.

Open Hill-Climb Sunday, 19th October, 1988, Bo it horse-racing, athlotics,
racular .«

or any other competitive event, and to use the bookmaker's vern .
there is no such thing as a racing certainty. . So it was proved when tha
Manchester Wheelers, fielding 20% of the total entry of thirty-seven, and

with their National Champion a.t the head of affairs .... AFRD the 'Wheelers',
toam winners in the last six 'runnings' of our evant,mountfd (no pun intended)
their assault on "Peaslows" in our 49th ..... they surely must have considered
themselves ‘past the post'.

In the event they were defeated by a club only having the minimum threc. riders!
If it was of any consolation to them or if they needed to find an excuse, well
++. Tho Buxton C.C. DO live on the doorstep of "Peaslows" and no doubt they

are very familiar with its location.

It took me back to the immediate post-war days of the Manchoster (larion when
they won the individual and team prize four yoavs in succession (1947/48/49/50,
Worthen, Nield and of course our own Dick Woore), resulting in a committee
member seriously proposing that the hill-climb be abendoned forthwith in that
it was, (quote) "an annual Clarion benefit dayi”. Fortunately, that
proposition found no seconder as we know, and the Buxton C.C. have provided
the answer for us in case any well-meaning member might be uun!d_ng on similar
lines.

The event -~ weather-wise - one of the worst. After a nlgxt of torrential
rain we were lucky to complote the climb in a brief rein-free coupls of hours.
The fairly strong wost wind partially assisting the riders. Not unusual to
find the later finishers providing the result .... this time, tho last three
off supplying First, second and third in reversc oxder of start. -

all four finishing, giving us a team placing.
winning the Novice award,
He finished tenth

Our lads performed well ...
The ride of Greg Armshaw really first class ...
the day after his sixteenth birthday ... well done Greg.
overall

1987

Our lads porfomed well ... all four finishing, giving us a tean placing.
Tho ride of Greg Armshaw really first class ... winning the Novice award,
the day aftor his sixteenth birthday ... well done Greg. He finished tenth

overall

The individual riders represented 19 clubs, and here is the result:-
1st.  D.J.Webster M/cr. Wl'zs. 2.4, 3
2nd. S.R.Hulme Tunstall W'lrs. 2,19, 5.
3rd, G.R.Gibson Buxton C.C. 2,20, 7.

4th., K. Jones. Wroxham R.C. 2,21 7.

Team:= Buxton €.C. ....G. ncxhsonojg 2080 P s
DiMenlove (21, 2. 29 Lo
M.Robsinson {11) 2. 39. 5.

Fastest Novice. G. Armshaw Withington Wheelers  2.47.8.

We were all delighted to sce Robert and Karen MacQueen up from Leanm:

Good to see Tony Baxter and daughbaz‘ Katy, now resident in Tideswell. Knty

was soon in the swing of things as 'runner' from timekzeper to board marker,
Thanks to all who helped .and to Rod for a first class promcilon.

PiS. An apology from Dick Woore who set out on his bike (Dick loves this routel)
Punctured near Furness Vale. Found he had put the wrong suall bag behind his
saddle. What did it contain? .... brush and comb and tcothpasic. Not quite
the right gear to mend a punctured

JEF

1987 was the 50" running of the Open Hill Climb. Steve Hulme of Tunstall Wheelers
recorded the first of a number of wins. The new generation of Withys were joined by Leon
Wilkins and Russ Forbes. Problems on the course in the 1987 event resulted in the top half of
Peaslows being used with the length reduced to 850 yards. Again it was Greg Armshaw

fastest of the Withys with a time of 2-33.8.

GOLDEN JUBILEE OPEN HILL-CLIMB , OCTOBER 1lth 1987.

We approached the last few days before the 50th Hill-Climb with much
concern. The reason for our apprehension ... the laying of a main
sewer up 300 yards of the course on Peaslows. With vague estimates
from the Local Council Offices as to the date of completion we deemed
it prudent to take a last minue view of the situation on the Saturday
afternoon prior to the day of the event.
Arriving at the hill the concern, ohv:Lously, was the condition of the
lane, but during a casual chat with a 'local' we received the shattering
information that a pony-club cross-country promotion was to take place
on the morrow ... the competitor's entrance a temporary gap in a wall
half way up the course!!
We obtained the address of the event organiser and heard from him that
the trials had been held on the same day for quite some years, it seemed
incredible that we had not previously clashed. However, he promised to
do-all in his power to avoid confusion, but as their timetable was from
10 a.m, until 4 p.m. we feared the worst. So, on the Sunday morning
Rod and I were already on the scene by 12 noon, by which time the lane
was filled with young riders off-loading ponies from the horse-boxes ..
. the concentration being along the second half of the normal course
used by us.
Competitors in our event had been warned to expect course modification
and not wishing to disappoint them (how could you be disappointed being
told you are NOT riding in a Hill-Climb!!) we decided to use the upper
half of the hill ... slightly shorter, and certainly not as steep over-—
all,

With Daryl Webster still suffering from the knee injury which had
prevented him competing in the climbs leading up to the Championship

it looked as though Steve Hulme (Tunstall Wlrs) would be the favourite
(he had already taken over as 'Cock o' the North' winning something like
eight out of eight as had Daryl in recent years).

So, the favourite prevailed, winning by 2} seconds from Graham Gibson
who, for the second year running led the Buxton C.C. to victory in the
team section. After a week of daily downpours the day turned out to
be perfect (WEATHERWISE). We suffered consternation, dismay,
apprehension, butterflies, qualms ... the lot, (couldn't have been
worse being a competitor) but thankfully we emerged .... I would say
"Successful"”. With roadworks, horse-trials, and vehicles ignoring the
ROAD CLOSED signs we could not have been blamed had we abandoned.
Sincere thanks to all who helped in any way.

THE RESULT:

1. S.R.Hulme Tunstall Wirs. 2.10.2.
2. G.R.Gibson Buxton C.C. 2.12.6
3. G.Wood Macclesfield Wlrs. 2.16.6
Tie (4. I. Harvey Dinnington R.C. 2.23.9) Ti
(4. D.Cooper  Mansfield R.C. 2:2310) 28,
6. M.W.Edwards Weaver Valley C.C. 2.24.3
7. P.C.leigh Manchester Wlrs. 2.27.0
8. C. Roy. Mansfield R.C. 2:27<5
'OURS' (15th) G. Armshaw 2.33.8 E.Higgins Shield
(25th) Leon Wilkins 2.43.3 Missed Novice Prize
(28th) J.Lowe 220,80 S B kB,
(29th) R.Forbes 2.47.6 by 0.4 5.
(37th) R. Stern 3.20.7
Fastest Novice: P. Scutt, Seamons C.C. 2.42.9

Team (Tom Frith Shield) Buxton C.C.



1988

OPEN HILL-CLIMB, OCTOBER 16th - 44 entries were received for our 5lst Hill-Climb on

Peaslow's Hill, Chaptel-en-le-Frith. With the Manchester Wheelers not being strongly
represented, nor the Tom Frith Team Shield holders (Buxton C.C.), it would have been Herewith the first six and also ours :-
a bold man who would have dared to forecast a result.

S.R. H: Stok b
Despite inclement weather in the days leading up to the Sunday (and the ensuing days : ‘;'R' gif;er ;f:::n::h i ;""é'f’
after) we were blessed with a pleasant day, although with quite a breeze blowing oA A Mj'c'&’ ol o x
down the hill it seemed there would be no records broken. So it turned out. Compared s Ahe i e ontrL e S
. ; ; 7 4. J.  Kirchin Mansfield RC 2n.48.0
with recent years the times were exceptionally slow, last year's winner Steve Hulme, T o e
Stoke AC, winning again in the (pre-War) time of 2m.43.6. Second was W. Belcher, : e MU it g}"“h £ -

Rossendale RC, with 2m.45.4 and third was Nigel Bishop, ABC Centreville, who had
been strongly tipped as the winner but had the compensation of leading that club to 23.

Withington Wheelei's
victory in the team prize. - 29, - "

Our own David Phillipson took the Novice award with a good ride for the day of 3m.33s
and the fastest of ours (taking the shield presented by Eric Higgins) was Simon

S Thanks to Rod for a first-class promotion, as usual, ¢ Timekeepers Maurice
Pearson with 2m.15.8. promotion, a 1, and to Timekeepers Mauri

and Tony Millington, the pushers-off, the ladies with tea and to Harold Nelson
who made the tea "possible" by the loan of a dozen or so Thermos flasks.

Team Prize :- ABC-Centreville N.A. Bishop 2.47.0
P." Stiles 2.50.4
S.J. Whittington 3.13.0

In 1989 the top half of the hill was again used and the Withington riders were Simon Pearson,
John Lowe, David Phillipson, Rik Meadows, Russ Forbes and Ric Stern.

OPEN HILL CLIMB - 15th October 1989

Tension was already in the air when Charles phoned from deepest Derbyshire at 11 a.m. on the morning of the event to tell
me that the dreaded cross-country horse riders had again appeared to clutter Peaslows Hill with their horse boxes. The
tension immediately went into ‘owerdrive and this did not lessen when I was able to confirm a couple of hours later that
"our" section of the hill was well and truly blocked with vehicles in spite of. Jim having approached the organiser of the
horse event to try and avoid a clash. Fortunately, as on the only previous occasion in over 50 years that this has happened,
we were able to re-jig the course on the spot and use the second half of the hill. We could well have had to cancel the
event but as it happened all went well, there were no incidents and no one complained (perhaps the kindly following wind
helped!) so it was with considerable relief that another Hill Climb safely entered the record books. There was a surprising
high number of riders who did not start, on what was quite a pleasant day, and the event was again won by Steve Hulme of
the Stoke A.C. Excellent support from the Club resulted in third team position for the Withington and the day was rounded
off in a very pleasant manner with a get together afterwards at the Jolly Carter to greet Stan Heeley on one of his infrequent
visits from Canada. Looking very fit Stan kept the party going while the Landlord laid on a good varxety of food and drink
to counter the effects of the chill wind on the hill.

As this is the last Open event I will be promoting for the Club, for the time being at least, I would like to thank all
those who have supported me over the years, timekeeping, marshalling, feeding etc. It is not always a lot of fun standing
on a wet and windy corner for an hour or two, or more, while riders flash by but without support "in the field" our sport
could not exist. I am sure the same support will be given to John' as he takes up the reins, good luck John and thanks
to one and all.

The full result sheet is enclosed with this Journal but the resultswhich count are shown below.

1. S.R. Hulme Stoke A.C. 2m 17.1s
11. S.T. Pearson Withington Wh 2 40.9
17. J.P. Lowe » " 2 45.8
20. D. Phillipson & » 2 52.9
21. R.J. Meadows - ~ 2 53.3
25. R.J. Forbes " R 3 00.4 !
27. R.A. Stern " . 3 20.6

3rd Team - Withington Wheelers - Messrs. Pearson, Lowe and Phillipson
aggregate time 8m 19.6s

R.E.Y.S.

1990s

Oldham Century and the Green brothers dominated the 1990s although the Marple Wheelers
took a couple of team awards in the early part of the decade..

In 1990 however it was Mark Hall, another of the Oldham century hill climbers who took the
first of his two wins in a time of 2-31.02.

In 1991 there was new event organiser with John Lowe taking over from Rod Slater. There
was a disappointing entry of only 24, “the most poorly supported of our Open Hill Climbs”,
the sponsored climb on the Rake taking away the entries. Mark Hall again won the event but
the Buxton CC took the team honours. The most notable time of the day for the assembled
Withington Wheelers was Neil Byrne’s 2-36.4 which beat Jim Forbes’ 55 year old record as
the fastest Withington Wheeler in our event.



Open Hill Climb - 13th October 1991

The weather, which can make such a difference to the event was kind, with a fair
breeze blowing up the hill. Fortunately the cross-country horse event which has
caused problems in the past was not in evidence so that the event passed off smoothly
to the relief of promoter John Lowe, the pity being that only 24 riders entered,
making this one of the most poorly supported of our open hill climbs. It would appear
that the Lancashire RC event, with an extraordinary prize list, timed for 12 noon on
The Rake spoilt the chances for a good field both for ourselves and our friends in the
Manchester Wheelers whose morning event received even less support than ours.

With few "stars" to draw the interest of the spectators it was left to newcomer Neil
Byrne, as far as the Club was concerned, to provide the main interest by beating Jim's
55 year old record as fastest Withington Weeler on Peaslows. To some extent
comparisons of times from year to year are meaningless as so much depends on the
weather but it was a very good ride nevertheless and we look forward to even greater
efforts, Neil!

Winning rider was Mark Hall of the Marple Wheelers, while the Buxton CC took the team
award. Finishing places and times for Club riders were as follows:-
6 N Byrne 2.36.4mins 18 D Phillipson 3.23.%mins
13 P D Pearce - 2.53.2mins 19 R A Stern 3.24.7mins Ed.
16 R J Forbes 3.04.2mins

In 1936 Jim Forbes had set the record for the fastest time by a Withington Wheeler. In 1991
this time was beaten by Neil Byrne, here’s Jim’s thoughts on his 55 year old record having
been broken. Neil Byrne’s record still stands as the fastest Withy Wheeler on Peaslows.

s -

I must congratulate Neil Byrne who bettered my long-standing Open Hill-climb CLUB
record of 2.41 3/5 mins. By modern times somewhat slow, but, of course 55 years
ago conditions were totally different, for instance no road surface and a stream
running down one side of Peaslows Lane _which really demanded maximm
concentration. On the occasion of the ride in question I was beaten into second
place by just one second by Benny Clare a top class sprinter, with Ernie Atherton
(Yorkshire Roads Club) my great rival, and unbeaten in the North until on onme
magic week-end I got the verdict in the Saddleworth Climb... third. It perhaps
should be pointed out that Dick Woore had recorded 2.35 3/5 mins when he won our
climb in 1948 but then, of course in the name of the all-conquering Manchester
Clarion. I trust this will clear up the question frequently raised "How could
that portly cove have ever held a Club record"- I might add it was a record of
which I was very proud.

In 1992 it was Steve Green of Oldham Century who took the honours.

Open Hill-Climb - Sunday October 1lth

Thirty-one entries were rece%ved for this year's Open Hill-climb, .... a slight improvement on last year (24) but still,
nevertheless causing some anxiety as to its future. Winner of the last two climbs (Malc Hall) was denied a third victory when
Steve Green (Oldham Century)repeated his morning win in the Manchester Whlrs event pushing MalcHall into third place and beating
him by ten seconds. Result as follows:-

1 S E Green Oldham Cent. 2.31:1
2 J Hyde Macclesfield Wirs 2:3257
3 MD Hall Marple Wirs 2.41.0
4 M J Andrew Clevelys RC 2.47.2
Team:- Marple Wlr M D Hall )
M  Freeman ) 8.49.9
A Fosbrook )
Fastest Withington Wlr - N Byrne (10th) 2.54.0

Timekeepers:~ G M Laverick and G Perry

Steve Green and Brian Green shared the honours nearly every year through the 1990s - from
1992 through to 1998 it was either S Green or B Green in first and second place leading their
club to a team victory.

1996 and event organiser John Lowe hands over the event reins to David Phillipson.



1S C Green
2 J Hyde

3 M D Hall
4 M J Andrew

5 M A Flynn

6 C J pale

7 P Leigh

8 M R Freeman
9 P J Dentith

A
P Fitzgibbon
M Berry

20 R A Pitt

21 A Magee

22 D Duckworth
23 P Handley

24 1 M Flemming
25 R A Stern

26 P C Edmondson

TEAM PRIZE :- Marple Wheelers

A
‘\

ri-g;..‘ Junior :

Fastest Novice

1997 .... “another benefit day for the Oldham Century”

Oldham Century
Macclesfield Wheelers
Marple Wheelers
Cleveleys R.C.

Oldham Century
Tustall Wheelers
Manchester Wheelers
Marple Wheelers
Stockport Clarfon

Withington Wheelers
Kinder Racing Team
Withington Wheelers
Buxton C.C.

South Manchester R.C.

Withing Wheelers
Marple Wheelers
Manchester Wheelers
Kinder Racing Team
Buxton C.C.

Marple Wheelers
Stockport Clarion
Nova C.C.

Kinder Racing Team
Middleton C.C
Withington Wheelers
Lune R.C.C

M D Hall
M R Freeman
A Fobrook

1993, 1995 & 1996
Finish Sheets

2 min 31.1 Sec

59th Open Hill Climb. Sunday October 5th

Once again we were favoured with gorgeous weather ....... a perfect summer's
It turned out to be another benefit day for the Oldham Century, Br1:a.n
Green winning 'ours' and the Manchester Wlrs. event on Standing Stones earlier

day.

in

the day.

DID NOT START 16, 17, 23 (APOLOGY) 26, 27 (APOLOGY)

and 1998 was of course our 60" promotion of the Open Hill Climb on Peaslows....

60 PORD=2DOO@® GO | smwiTHINGTO ERS OPEN HILL CLIMB RESUL
4
UNDER R.T.T.C. REGULATIONS
COURSE: J9/1
PRIZE WINNERS Ist  B. GREEN OLDHAM CENTURY R.C. 236" £20
2d 1. HENDERSON  OXFORD UNIVERSITY C.C.  2'-34.3" IS
3d  S.GREEN OLDHAM CENTURY R.C. 2458 £10
4h M. FLYNN OLDHAM CENTURY R.C. 2.493"  £7.50
5t W.DUTSON TEAM SPIRIT 2543 5
FASTESTTEAM OLDHAM CENTURY R.C £3 EACH AND TOM FRITH TROPHY FOR 1 YEAR
Founoeo 1231 . B.GREEN S§.GREEN M. FLYNN
FASTEST LADY - L. BURNS OXFORD UNIVERSITY C.C. 3459 is
oipae . FASTEST VETERAN - M. BRADBURY ~SEACROFT WHEELERS 5054 is
The 60th Withington Wheelers Open Hill Climb B KA b W ER S HIL L CUIMD
9 i - Ist  B.GREEN OLDHAM CENTURY R.C. 6-14.4" £
on Peaslows Hill at Chapel-en-le-Frith. b« B o i
Sunday 4 October 1998 1 B. Gresn OLDHAM CENTURY R.C.
2 1. Henderson OXFORD UNIVERSITY CC
In celebration of this occasion your club 3 S. Green OLDHAM CENTURY R.C.
has been selected as one of SIXTY prominent clubs . MR R HAM CRNEURI RS
i who are being invited to enter one male ri(!cr and one female 2 :';Z::T" Zif;_:‘:;"m ot
rider free of clml.'ge. Please find enclosed one free entry l'?r each, we i< R AR
would be grateful if you could pass these on to an appropriate member. e Sk RUFREANG 6.
9 R. Lister VC LINCOLN-IMPSPORT
10 G. Williams HOLYHEAD C.C
This is not an "Invitation Only” event, entries will be accepted from other riders. 1 J. Jepson A.B.C. CENTREVILLE
Please send £3.50 to: 12 P.Kinch GLOBAL RACING-AVON VALLEY
Dave Phillipson 13 M. Payne SEACROFT WHEELERS
149 Buckingham Road 14 N Byme WITHINGTON WHEELERS
Chorlton, Manchester M21 1RG :: ;T)::';M :ﬂ;’\éﬁ:x!’ﬂuks
17 Cla BUXTON C.C.
18 H. Taylor LIVERPOOL MERCURY
In addition to an extended prize list there is also a joint prize 19 C. Aimson JANUS R.C. LUSSO
offered to the rider doing the best aggregate time in our event and the 20 L.Bums OXFORD UNIVERSITY C.C.
Manchester Wheelers event on the Standing Stones climb later the same day. 21 M. Bradbury SEACROFT WHEELERS
DID NOT START 2, 3(APOLOGY) 8(APOLOGY) 11, 18, 20 (APOLOGY) 25, 26, 28, 30..
Congratulations to all prizewinners and thank-you to all riders for supporting the event.
e 14 i . e L E| 1| EEREREEERIT aatino $h a | Thank-you to all helpers and officials:-
Weidrealso offering & prize of $100 to any ¥ides heatlnghe 7 "' Lo 's X viogon
existing course record which is 2minutes 8 seconds officials - M. Harrison, J. Lowe, R. E. Y. Slater, A. Baxter, R. Rosborough.
Thank-you to Harold Nelson B.E.M. for providing refreshments.
@ 0 @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ 0 Event secretary- David Phillipson 149 Buckingham Rd Chorlton Manchester M21 ORG.

£15
£10
£5

'UNDER R.IT.C. REGULATIONS
S * COURSE: J9/1 Peaslows Hill Blackbrook Lane Chapel-cn-l-Fridh Derbyshire
2 min 32.7 WITHINGTON WHEELERS 530 yds 1ia7 average 1inS stcpest
PRIZEWINNERS It B. GREEN OLDHAM CENTURY R.C.
e PRESIDENT : J E FORBES B SCREEN  OLDHAMCENTURYRC.
2 min 47.3 3rd ). HENDERSON  OXFORD UNIVERSITY C.C.
FASTEST TEAM OLDHAM CENTURY R.C £3 EACH AND TOM FRITH TROPHY FOR I YEAR
2 min 52.3 3 3
2 min 52.9
Cen §§{ ' ‘Sunday October 8th 1995 It S.GREEN  OLDHAM CENTURYRC. 6-10.9°
2 min 53.6 1 7 20 B.GREEN OLDHAM CENTURYR.C.
Lndes RTTC Regulations 3d W.MOORE  LEOR.C.SHORTER SPECIALIZED 6234
2 min 54.0 S
3 min 00.0 . I B Gren OLDHAM CENTURY R.C. 2255
g ::: 324; First - S Green Oldham Century Road Club 2min275 £1500 2 S.Grem OLDHAM CENTURY R.C. 2-30.0"
i A 3 J. Henderson OXFORD UNIVERSITY CC 23107
3 min 10.0 Second :BGresn  OMhamCenuryRosdClib  2min301  £1000 L So8e o e e
3 min 11.6 Third : M Fiyan Oldham Century Rosd Club 2mins2s  £500 S MFym OLDHAM CENTURY R.C. 2403
3 min 15.8 B 6 S Foser CHESTERFIELD COUREURS-ALEXA  2'42.4"
g et }2 g SRR R o o s 7 M. Chester V.C.LAMOTTA-TAURUS CYCLES  2'43.1"
3 min 19.6 Oldbam CenturyRoad Club~ $min39.1  £00cach 8 JJepson AB.C. CENTREVILLE 2432
9 R Palmer STRETFORD WHEELERS 24727
3 min 24.7 < ¥ PNt EE 2 10 S Baxer MANCHESTER WHEELERS 2493
g :i: g‘;:g Many thanks o M od Tony (th ti Rus&Jimforte 11 N.Byme WITHINGTON WHEELERS 251.8"
et results board. 12 J Lindsey HUDDERSFIELD STAR WHEELERS z'.:z’
3 min 40.0 13 M. Tumbull V.C LA MOTTA-TAURUS CYCLES 25637
3 min 44.2 e T 14 R Mellor LEEK C.C. 2.568"
3 min 46.8 > 1S A Fisher OLDHAM CENTURY R.C. 30527
16 I Clake OLDHAM CENTURY R.C. 3063°
' m%ﬁm RO 17 R Birkn ASHFIELD R.C. 119"
2 min 41.0 TS Tameside CR.C. 18 R Meadows 'WITHINGTON WHEELERS 31237
2 min 53.1 it TS. Tameside CR.C 19 R. Gibson 'WARRINGTON R.C. 3-16.17
TR ) 20 1 Fleming MIDDLETON C.C. EREN
e 20 G Kerkes MANCHESTER WHEELERS 3257"
2 3. Shepherd CYCLESPORT INTERNATIONAL 3280°
2 N Goulboun A.B.C, CENTREVILLE 3295"



For a number of year in the 1990s, in conjunction with Manchester Wheelers, we gave a joint
prize for the fastest rider on Peaslows and on Standing Stones where the Manchester
Wheelers held their hill climb earlier on the same day.

The Green brothers domination nearly lasted right through the decade.....

....but in 1999 it was Jim Henderson who finally broke their stranglehold on the event.

61st Open Hill Climb; 3" October 1999.

The Open Hill Climb seems to be gelting earlier every year, in agreement with Manchester
Wheelers we have made every effort to avoid clashing with the heavily sponsored climb on
The Rake. You would imagine we might be blessed with clement weather by bringing our
climb forward by a fortnight, but on the contrary, although everything went according to plan
it appears that Dave forgot to mention the date change to the Weather Bureau, heavy rain
preceeded the climb and although it stopped for a brief spell during the event, it was a cold
and horrible day. Needless to say, the weather that had been ordered for the usual dates later
in October arrived on the next two Sundays. Next year the Open Hill Climb moves back to
the 8" October.

It did however make a nice change to see someone other than the Green family walk away
with the prizes and-although Oldham Century won the team prize, the fastest rider was Jim
Henderson in Zminutes 20.3 seconds.

2000 The Withington Wheelers Journal reports on a bit of a hitch in this year’s Open Hill

“The Open Hill Climb encountered a bit of a hiccup when Maurice (Laverick)’s watch had a
funny turn. The first eight riders were given times and everything was running smoothly until
number 9 approached the finish line. At this point Maurice was appalled to find his watch had
stopped. The remaining riders were not given a time and it was too late to get a message to the
bottom of the hill to stop the event. A brief discussion ensued with club officials and most of
the competitors agreed to ride again. In the re-run event the winner was National Champion
Jim Henderson who viewed the second ride as extra training for his championship defence the
next week. The riders all took the mishap in the best possible spirit and they will be given a
free entry to our hill climb in 2001. Don’t worry Maurice, the riders all took it really well and
no is blaming you. It could have been worse. It could have been a 12 Hour!”

In 2000 Jim Forbes passed away and in 2001 the family presented the Jim Forbes Trophy, to
be awarded and held by the winner of the Open Hill Climb each year.

2001 The Jim Forbes Memorial Hill Climb, Peaslows. 7" October 2001.

“An increased entry of 35 riders bodes well for the future of the Open Hill Climb. The
resurgence in interest is down mainly to the Eagle of the Peaks Award organised (and funded
out of his own pocket) by Mike Carr.

The only problem this year was the weather. While organiser David Phillipson was absent
working in France Russ Forbes had taken over the ‘rains’ for one year. The event went off
smoothly despite a gusty wind down the hill making conditions tough for the riders. The
winner was Rick Clough (ABC Centreville) in 2-42.21. 1t did stay dry for most of the event
but by the time the last rider, Steve Hulme (Manchester Wheelers), edged across the line there
were a few spots of rain falling and the sky was turning ominously dark. Just before we
commenced with the presentation the heavens opened and Russ (Forbes) and Mark (Harrison)
presented the award winners with their soggy prize cheques in a full blown cloudburst.

And finally, congratulations to Howard Newhall on his excellent performance in his first hill
climb in Withy colours.”
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The 2002 Start Sheet showing the
"Eagle of the Peaks" Award, the WW
Journal report and the Finish Sheet.

6/10/02 Withington Wheelers Open Hill Climb

Peaslows

Apart from the SPOCO Trophy this event also decides the
outcome of the Open Hill Climb Shield.

The Jim Forbes Memorial Open Hill Climb attracted a
respectable entry of 26 riders. The weather was kind to us this
year although a gentle breeze blowing down the hill might have
taken the edge off any potentially fast times. Fastest, and
winner of the Jim Forbes Memorial Trophy, was Steve Hulme in
2 minutes 40 seconds. Howard Newhall showed Rik Meadows
a clean pair of wheels crossing the line in 3 minutes 10 seconds
to win the Open Hill Climb Shield. Rik was 24 seconds back at
3.34. The Manchester Wheelers Hill Climb earlier the same
day over on Standing Stones attracted 19 entries. These 2 hill
climbs are the 4™ and 5 events in the 6-stage Eagle of the Peaks
Competition. Unfortunately, as we went into our event, no rider
had completed all the races and Mike Carr (EOTP Organisor)
decided that the award should go to the fastest rider on todays
climbs ie Manchester Wheelers and Withington Wheeleres.
Steve Hulme won both events and he was presented with the
Eagle of the Peaks Trophy on the hill.

Howard Newhall 3.1049

Rik Meadows 3.3439

Howard wins the Open Hill Climb Shield for the second
consecutive year as the fastest Withy Wheeler in the event.

Withington Wheelers
ukofihe

Jim Forbes Memorial Hill Climb
held on

Peaslows Hill
Sunday 7 October 2001
Held uader RTTC Regulations
AWARDS
Furst £25  Rick Clough ABC Centreville 22
1 L Farbs Mamtrial Trophy
Second £15  Steve Hulme Manchester Wheelers 24767
Thisd £10  Darren Atkins Peugot’ M1 Racing 24918
Fourth £5  Mark Flynn Oldham Century 25149
Fifth £5  Man Sewell Southport CC. 25346
Junior £5  Simon Harding Congleton CC 10376

Jovenile  £5 JumesSampson  Huddersfield Star Wheelers 34084

Fastest Tean: Oldham Ceotwry 907,17
Mark Flyan 25149
Stuart Green 25356
1an Keaworthy nn
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2003 and a new event secretary with Mark Harrison taking over from David Phillipson.
“A clear and fresh afternoon on Peaslows saw 24 riders at the bottom of the hill”

Richard Binks
Dave Goulson
Mark Lovett
Mark Flynn

Winner
2nd
3rd
4th

2004

From the WW Journal....”Not much surprise this year and the wind was fickle as ever, varying
between a crosswind and a tailwind that never really gave the competitors much assistance.
This showed in the winning time of 2 minutes 58 seconds put up by Paul Smith (Seamons CC).
Second on the day was Paul Brierley (Huddersfield RC) in 3-12.8 and third was Rob Pollen
(Ashley Touring CC) 3-15.3. Off at number one, Howard Newhall’s time of 3.21 stood as the
fastest time for over half the race and he eventually finished fourth to the delight of the
assembled Withy Wheelers. Prizes went down to fourth so Howard at least got his entry back

(well nearly?!)

Huddersfield RC
JT James

Life Repair
Oldham Century

2-29.95
2-32.26
2-33.46
2-38.26



It was good to see most of the Withy stalwarts out on the hill including Rod & Esme Slater,
Lance & Edna Tulip, Gordon & Margaret Perry (honorary Withy Wheelers), Russ & Jan
Forbes, Eric & Nell Moore, Mark Harrison and Scott Newbery. Many thanks to Ann O Nymous
who made a generous donation of £60 to cover the total prize list!

2005 after a gap of five years Jim Henderson returns to win the event for the third time but the
most notable name on the start sheet was the team winners — Withington Wheelers taking the
team honours and the Tom Frith Trophy. Well done you Withys! (Finish Sheet below).

In 2006 Chris Edmondson (Blackburn CTC) took the honours.....

i . 2 ; . Withington Wheelers Jim Forbes Memorial Hill-Climb
Withington Wheelers Jim Forbes Memorial Hill-Climb g :
el e Peaslows Hill, Course J9/1
Peaslows Hill, Course J9/1 Sunday 8th October 2006
Sunday 2nd October 2005
Promoted for and on behalf of Cycling TimeTrials under their rules and regulations
Promoted for and on behalf of Cycling TimeTrials under their rules and regulations

Awards
Awards Ist Chris Edmondson Blackburmn CTC £25 & Jim Forbes
Memorial Trophy
1st Jim Henderson Southport CC £25 & Jim Forbes 2nd Thomas Clark Buxton CC £15
Memorial Trophy 3rd Matt Postlcthwaite ABC Centreville £10
7 4th Tan Kenworthy Oldham Century £5
2 S.a * ol et s 20 Fastest U18 Hugh Carthy ScienceinSportcom  £5
3rd Chris Edmonson  Blackburn CTC £10 FastestTcam  Buxton CC Thomas Clark, Sam Clark, Richard Towse,
4th Paul Smith Seamons CC £5 to hold the Tom Frith Shield.
Fastest Team Withington Wh Howard Newhall, Rik Meadows, David Slater; i
Result

to hold the Tom Frith Shield.

1st  Chris Edmondson Blackbum & Dist. CTC 2 min 48.3s

Result 20d  Thomas Clark Buxton CC 2 min 49.8s
Ist Jim Henderson Southport CC 2 min. 20.7s Syl Mt Poctietfialio;= ABG Centrovle 2NEBE T
2nd Sam Clark Buxton CC 2 min. 35.25 4th  lan Kenworthy Oldham Certtury 2 min’59.9s
3rd Chris Edmonson Blackburn CTC 2 min. 51.4s 5th  Richard Birkin Ashfield RC 3 min 11.7s
ath Paul Smith Seamons CC 2 min. 54.5s G ,
Sth Paul Lawson Weaver Valley CC 2 min. 56.4s SRy i b SminctS.7x
6th Chris Lea Busxton CC 2 min. 58.0s 7th  Graeme McCulloch  Stretford Wheelers 3 min 23.0s
7th Daniel Gee Ashfield RC 2 min. 58.2 8th  Rik Meadows Withington Wheelers 3min23.6s
8th Christopher Dale Lyme RC 3 min. 04.7s 2 5 4
9th Paul Brierley Huddersfield RC 3 min. 08.8s A S Fose plorkii Nots Ohyielo Ol
10th Howard Newhall Withington Wh 3 min, 15.0s 10th Sean Carthy ScienceinSport.com 3 min 32.5s
11th Rik Meadows Withington Wh 3 min. 21.9s &

: c 1
12th Graeme McCulloch ~ Stretford Wh 3 min. 30 1s 11t/ S Clark Poon o 3 masses
13th David Slater Withington Wh 3 min. 50.9s 12th Richard Towse Buxton CC 3 min 40.3s
14th Paul Ekgren Withington Wh 4 min. 00.8s 13th Hugh Carthy ScienceinSport.com 3 min 52.3s
DNS apol Sian Granger Seamons CC
FastestU18  Hugh Carthy (aged 12)

1 am indebted to the folle people for the contrib they made 1o the running of the Fastest Team Buxton CC
event: Rlu:s' and Jan Forbes, Eric Moore, Rod Slater, Haydn Stevens, Dave Phillipson, NS Apol: Daniel Gee AshfieldRC, James Drummond Merlin Development Squad.
Amanda Cowell. DNS: Leo Koch Withington Wheelers, Graham Trevena Macclesfield Wh, Andrew Pyatt Janus RC, Caroline
Tony Millington and Gordon Perry, Timekeepers. Hull Lancs RC, Robert Dawson Sheffield Phoenix.
On behalf of Withington Wheelers, I would like to extend my special thanks to the club mem- 1 am indebted to the following people for the contribution they made o the running of the event: Russ Forbes,

Colin Pritchard, Eric Moore, Zhang Bo. Tony Millington and Gordon Perry, Timekeepers.
n Wheelers, | would like to extend my special thanks to the club member who donated

ber who very generously paid for the entire cost of the prizes out of his own pocket. The do- i
ishe . s ZYerT o n behalf of Wi
nor wishes {0 remain anonymous, but the gIf remalns 2 VeTy INOVSTEL ges At Lo s £100 mm{rﬂ: the running of the event. The donor wishes to remain anonymous, but the gift remains a very
mensely appreciated. thoughtful gesture that is immensely appreciated.
ByetSicratny: | MovkRdriism Event Secretary:  Mark Harrison 34 Holwood Drive, Manchester M16 WS, Tel: 0161-861-9296
34 Holwood Drive, Manchester M16 $WS
Tel: 0161-861-9296

2007 From the WW Journal........

“25 entries this year. Chris Myhill (Peak RC) won the event in 2.37 with the two Withys, Rik
Meadows recording 3.18 and Howard Newhall 3.30. David Phillipson unfortunately had the
flu so didn’t start. Buxton won the team prize. Thanks to Mark Harrison and all the helpers
who made this event a success.”

In 2008 it was again Chris Myhill who took the honours in a time of 2-40.8 pushing the 2006
winner, Chris Edmondson down into second place and beating him by nearly two seconds.
Ashfield RC took the team award.

2009, from the WW Journal..... “The National Hill Climb Champion, Matt Clinton was a
worthy winner on Peaslows in a time of 2mins 23.1 seconds. Matt’s ride with slight wind
assistance was only 15 seconds short of Malcolm Elliott’s hill record of 2mins 08secs. Last
year’s winner, Chris Myhill was pushed down into third place by Buxton CC rider Laurie
Brooking who also won the Under 18 prize.

New member Darren Maironis took the Withy honours and the Open Hill Climb Shield with
an excellent first time ride of 3 mins 18.9 secs. Other Withy riders were;



Mike Irvine 3 minutes 21.3 seconds

Howard Newhall 3 minutes 27.3 seconds

Rik Meadows 3 minutes 32.5 seconds

David Phillipson 4 minutes 35.2 seconds

Rik had the usual mechanical, his pedal fell off before the event and he borrowed Mike
Irvine’s bike to ride the race. As usual nothing’s simple where Rik’s concerned, his start time
was too close to Mike’s to get the bike back to the bottom of the hill so Rik went off at
number 22 in a field of 20 riders. The timekeeper was clearly puzzled by Rik’s antics all
afternoon and his finishing flourish riding across the line pointing to his knee (a la Johan
Museew) did nothing to allay her doubts about his sanity.

David Phillipson was disappointed with his ride, he clearly missed Amanda’s
‘encouragement’ from the back of the tandem.”

2010

The Journal tells us that “Darren Maironis knocked 10 seconds off last year’s time and was
again the fastest Withy on Peaslows in a time of 3 minutes 9.7 seconds on 3 October 2010.
Rik Meadows and Kris Spreckley were close together with 3.40 and 3.50. It was one of those
truly ‘orrible days on the hill, raining cats and dogs all day, rivers running down the road but
strangely there were only 2 DNSs out of 24 on the start sheet. Darren wins the Hill Climb
Shield for fastest Withy Wheeler. Fastest on the day and winner of the Jim Forbes Memorial
Cup was Charles Taylor (South Pennine RC) in a time of 2.28.1. Buxton CC were again
fastest team winning the Tom Frith Shield.”

The Finish Sheets from 2008, 2009 and 2010 are below.

Withington Wheelers Jim Forbes Memorial
Hill-Climb -
Peaslows Hill, Course J9/1

Sunday 5th October 2008

Withington Wheelers Jim Forbes Memorial
Hill-Climb
Pcaﬂos:v{fa}jl:ultl‘:ai:;ﬁie ! Withington Wheelers Jim Forbes Memorial

omuted for on behalf of Cycli r their rules and reg ions. 111-Cli
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Awards Peaslows Hill, Course J9/1
Awards Sunday 3rd Octaber 2010

Ist ChisMyhill  PeakRC 2 min 418
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Awards
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i o the running of the even!
Teo Koeh, Rod Slater. David Phillipson, Colin Prit

¢ of the event;
amce und Edon Tulip, o my wife

wdon Perry - Timeheepers.

Eveat Scoreuary:
Mark Hastison 34 Hohwood Drive, Manchester M16 §WS.

Tel: 0161-861-9296

2011 and Lee Baldwin (Buxton CC) records the first of two wins (see result sheets below)
pushing last year’s winner Charles Taylor (South Pennine RC) into second place. Three
Withington Wheelers climbed the hill; Darren Maironis in 3-10.7, Mike Irvine in 3-35.88 and
Kris Spreckley in 3-49.27.

2012 A new organiser as Tony Scallan takes over from Mark Harrison. Lee Baldwin (Buxton
CC) wins again with Adam Kenway second exactly four seconds slower. Buxton CC take the
fourth consecutive team victory. Kris Spreckley was the fastest Withy Wheeler in contentious
circumstances after his late entry was accepted. Kris recorded 3-10.0 but wasn’t shown on the



finish sheet but won the Open Hill Climb Shield for the fastest Withington Wheeler in the Open
Hill Climb. Howard Newhall recorded 3-12.3.

2013 and 32 entries received. Adam Kenway (Team Zenith) beats Lee Baldwin (Buxton CC)
by nearly ten seconds. Adam recording 2-30.6 and Lee 2-40.1. Buxton CC win the Tom Frith
Shield Team Award for the fifth year. Six Withington Wheelers on the start sheet and three
finishers to at least record a team time; Kris Spreckley 3-04.5; Mike Irvine 3-14.5 and Howard
Newhall 3-47.8.

The photo below taken at the finish on 29" September 2013 shows the Jim Forbes Memorial
Trophy, the original Tom Frith Team Shield and the Tom Frith Continuation Shield, the Eric
Higgins Shield for the fastest Withington Wheeler in the Open Hill Climb along with the
2013 Finish Board.
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No event took place in 2014 but in

2015 Jim Henderson (Southport CC) took the honours with a time of 2.30.6, Sam Clark (Buxton
CC) second with 2.41.2 and Ben Norbury (Congleton CC) 2.50.9. Sam Clark, Arne Beswick
and Stuart Baker comprised the winning Buxton CC team for their sixth victory.

Fastest lady was Nicola Soden (Stocksbridge CC) in 3.45.6.

Tom Garnett (llkley CC) was the fastest Junior with a time of 2.54.4.

Withington Wheelers President, Tony Baxter, presents Jim Henderson with the Jim Forbes
Memorial Trophy below;



Buxton CC WinningTeam Nicola Soden Fastest Le A Tom Gamett Fastest Jun

2016
After having no Withington Wheelers in the 2015 event, in 2016 with a new organiser, Club
President Tony Baxter, we were able to field a team of three riders. Needless to say we were



unable to prevent Buxton CC from taking their seventh team victory. The Withy’s were
Howard Newhall 3.36.9, Rob Kirk 4.15.3 and Chris Yianni 4.28.1.

Lee Baldwin (Champion System/ VCUK) won in 2.20.3, second was Sam Clark (Buxton CC)

in 2.32.6 and third Arne Beswick (Buxton CC) in 2.50.7. The third team counter for the Buxton
was Chris Lea 3.13.1.

Claire Swoboda (Starley Racing) was fastest lady in 3.37.3.

Here’s the 2016 finish board;

|
Withington Wheelers
. . . .
Jim Forbes Memorial Hill Climb
Peaslows Hill, course J9/1
Sunday 2" October 2016
0. Name T club [ [ category Time |
Chris Yianni Withington Wheelers | Male Vet 4.2% .1 |
Claire Starley Racing Female | Senior e |
lan Jackson East Lancashire RC Male Senior U3 W
Jo Holden Macclesfield Wheelers Female | Senior BE=ig22
Howard Newhall | ithington Wheelers Male | Vet l 3.34 |
Gilbet | Footon Velosport Female | Espoir j&
Stuart Baker Buxton CC/Sett Valley Cycles Male | senior 2.28.6
Dan Manchester Wheelers i Male j Senior 3.46.%
William Adams University Of cc Male Espoir
) Arne Beswick Buxton CC/Sett Valley Cycles | male [ Senior | 2==as8 2501
1 | Nigel Finch Mercia - Lloyds Cycles CC Male | Vet 2578
2 Phil Brooke Wills Wheels CC Male | Vet 208.b
3 Chris Lea Buxton CC/Sett Valley Cycles Male | Vet 2031
4 Daniels Kucerjavijs SportCity Male Juvenile i%\%g
5 Rob Kirk Withington Wheelers Male | Vet D
6 Ben Norbury Congleton CC Male | Senior e 5.04-9 *
7 Kendall-Smith University Of cc Female -
8 Lee Baldwin Champion System/VCUK | Male | Senior 202
9 lona Sewell Veloschils Interbike RT Female Sen?or P .-@—»9——
10 Sam Clark Buxton CC/Sett Valley Cycles Male Senior 2o
K ne . 2.20Sees LS
st LE€ RALDNIN rbio ~A VUK
2nd Shrh cLpRY Buxfelce
3rd ARNE RecwWicK RuXFord €< -
1st Woman | cLp R6 SwWoBobh Sral an&
Team Blxdeorl L SAM cnlh D

CHRS L EA S
AlNE BESHICK

Promoted for and on behalf of Cycling Time Trials under their rules and regulations
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2017

A disappointing entry but the event went ahead on a fine afternoon and finally Sam Clark
(Buxton CC) got his first win in the event with a time of 2.38.4. Buxton CC had two DNSs and
with no team of three the Buxton were awarded their eighth team victory, Simon Watson the
other counter in 3.53.2.

Second on the day was Ben Norbury (Congleton CC) 2.47.2 and third, Joseph Molyneaux (Leek
CC) 2.51.9.



Claire Swoboda now with Chorlton Velo was fastest lady for the second year in 3.54.0
Fastest Withington Wheeler was Ben Davies in 3.49.2.
Below; Sam Clark with Withington Wheelers Club President Tony Baxter;
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And here’s an evocative picture of Ben Davies after crossing the finish line with Withington
Wheelers president Emeritus Rod Slater in attendance;

¥ s

For the Record.
The Event Record is still held by Malcolm Elliott who recorded 2-08.4 1981.



Ten years later, Neil Byrne recorded the fastest time by a Withington Wheeler; 2-36.4 in 1991.

Finally, Dick Woore did of course record a time of 2-35%/s in 1948 but he was of course riding
for the Manchester Clarion and he didn’t become a Withington Wheeler until 1951. Dick was
often referred to as the “Master of Verse” and he contributed a number of poems to the
Withington Wheelers Journal during the period 1949 to 1953.
Here’s “The Hill-Climbers Lament” written by Dick in 1951.

The Hill-Climber’s Lament .................. 1951

As you sit there in the saddle, with the seconds passing by,

you think of when you entered, and then you wonder why:

Your minute-man has reached the bend and starts to weave and dance

You've got to reach that corner in a minute to stand a chance

The next four minutes are going to hurt, but no time now to rue it,

It's your own darned fault you’re in this mess, what's more you've paid to do it!

five-four-three-two-one-GO !" That's it...the rear wheel spins then grips
The front one tends to lift a bit, and shoes creak in the clips.

The butterflies have settled now and you’re master of your mount.

The job on hand....to do a ride, and make every second count,

Steady! Not so fast there: Find a semblance of a rythm

having found it, keep it going if you want to be there with'em.

To climb this easy bit too fast could mean an awful bloomer,

"Easy bit!"....Some blokes must have a queer sense of humour.

You're fighting round the corner now, and the wind is playing tricks
good job you scrubbed the "fifty-nine" and stuck to "fifty-six"

This is it: No let-up now, as you strive to stop the sway,

mere legs are not enough now, and arms come into play,

Your minute-man is now in sight, you think you’re going quicker
Hard to tell though, as he bobs about, the "gallery's" getting thicker.
Yes: He's falling back now and doing a spot of tacking,

You should just about do it, that's if you keep it cracking.

On him now, he's in a state and really taking a hiding,

to squeeze through now is going to need a spot of canny riding

There he goes! towards the verge, front wheel off the road,

You're past him on the inside, and blow The Highway Code!

Now, it's 'neck or nothin'.... with the gradient getting steeper

as you fight towards the final bend in sight of the Timekeeper,

The "Up, Up, Ups!" are louder now, with all the lads can give 'em

as tortured aching arms and limbs strive to match the rythm.

The usual wise guy is there as well,...your answer wont bear print,

as he leans out over the front wheel and shouts "This is where you sprint”

The last fifty yards are here now, with the old chalk line in sight,
You can chip five seconds off your time by riding this bit right.
So here goes, give it all you've got, and a little bit more as well,
and the effort's stepped up slightly, though to do it hurts like h...
That's it, someone grabs you and slips the toe-straps slack,

Can't speak for just a moment, but your number's on your back.
Ah! it's coming back now. "Say, have | beaten four minutes ?"
"Yes chum, three forty-nine" which ain't so bad for Winnats!

R. Woore 1951






